The DPR of Korea 
(1980—1982) 


Seen by 
Norodom Sihanouk 


Foreign Languages Publishing House 
Pyongyang, Korea 
1983 


Editor’s Note 


Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, President of Democratic 
Cambodia, the outstanding leader of the Cambodian 
people and a close friend of our people, wrote a fine book 
on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in 1982 
when our people celebrated the 7Oth birthday of the great 
leader President Kim I] Sung as a great political festival. 

This book is a sequel to 7he DPA of Korea Seen by 
Norodom Sthanouk published in France in March 1980. 

According to the Prince’s wish, the editorial staff publis- 
hes this book itn Pyongyang, in French and other 
languages. 


April 1983 The editorial staff 
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FOREWORD 


Many years have elapsed since the publication of my 
first book about the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. 

During this period, thanks to the firm brotherly and 
invariable friendship of the outstanding leader President 
Kim I] Sung with me | was afforded opportunities to visit 
often this admirable country. 

His frank and generous hospitality allowed me to take 
my mind off the affairs of my country and see the numerous 
achievements of construction which made the DPRK one 
of the most advanced countries of the world (We must 
admit this). 

| have written this modest booklet as a supplementary 
to my former one in order to show the world how the 
Korean people who had suffered severely from the nearly 
40 years long foreign occupation and from the war of 
1950-53 rose to their feet in so short a period and have 
become an exemplary people by achieving social and 
economic development of today evoking respect and 
admiration thanks to the ingenuity of their leader and their 
quality of endurance and discipline. 

| had a great privilege of being invited to the celeb- 
rations marking the 70th birthday of President 
Kim I! Sung held on April 15, 1982. The Korean people 
paid their boundless homage to him who had won victory 
in the resistance war against the foreign aggressors and 
reconstructed the country. This auspicious event offered 
an occasion to present what had so far been planned and 
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accomplished and the future basic policies to the friendly 
state heads and delegations, as well as to the world public. 

| have written this booklet to detail on many and varied 
achievements which surprised me more than once, without 
bias or the aim of propaganda. 

Mention should be also made of the fact that the DPRK 
is among the socialist countries, but it is not a copy of 
foreign model. The young Republic which values its 
complete independence and Chajusong and aspires for the 
country’s reunification to unite with the separated brothers 
in the south on a democratic basis, has followed a unique 
path for the nation’s sake, while ceaselessly creating new 
things. 

Thus, the DPRK its friendly with the countries and 
peoples that are fighting against all kinds of foreign 
domination and are winning support and encouragement 
for their inclining towards the policy of strict non- 
alignment. 

This bespeaks the tireless efforts President 
Kim Il Sung, a statesman endowed with perfect integrity, 
competence and sagacity, has made to affirm the identity 
of his people on asound social and economic basis merit to 
be fully known abroad on the principle of reciprocity. 


NORODOM SIHANOUK 


Chapter 1 


PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG— 
DIGNIFIED AND RESPECTED 
PEOPLE’S LEADER 


President Kim Il Sung attained his 7Oth birthday 
amidst the joy of the entire people on April 15, 1982. Prior 
to this, he had been unanimously reelected Head of State at 
the First Session of the Seventh Supreme People’s 
Assembly of the DPRK on April 5. 

These two historic events do credit to a political career 
which may be qualified to be exceptional. Born at a modest 
straw-thatched house in Mangyongdae, the supreme 
leader guiding the destiny of Korea set out on the long and 
glorious path at the tender age of 13. A visit to this place 
now arranged like a beautiful park and then to the Korean 
Revolution Museum is more instructive than a voluminous 
treatise. 

Modern Korea was seriously affected by two decisive 
historic events: the struggle against Japanese occupation 
till 1945 and then the war of 1950-53. 

Slogans put up in public buildings and literary and art 
works are eloquent proof of the great efforts being made to 
remind the rising generation of the stages of arduous 
struggle for national liberation and the reconstruction of 
the country as well as the leading role of President 
Kim Il Sung in those different stages. Stories about his 
activities are engraved on the monuments set up in 
different places. These monuments tell that everything 
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which exists today is ascribable to the sweat and blood 
shed in the past. 

Let's follow the inspection course of the 90-odd- 
roomed Korean Revolution Museum, which has more than 
3,000 visitors from home and abroad everyday. The first 27 
rooms tell of the guerrilla activities against Japanese 
aggressors. Kim Ung U, great-grandfather of President 
Kim tl Sung, played a leading role in the resistance against 
foreign invaders. He is said to have led the van of his 
villagers in the battle for sinking the US warship Sherman 
when she intruded in 1866. 

In 1875 the Japanese provoked a series of incidents, 
and the next year, in collusion with the feudal rulers of 
Korea, they concluded the “‘Kanghwado Treaty” violating 
all the sovereign rights and interests of the “land of 
morning calm”. Japanese domination was confirmed by 
the “‘Ulsa Five-Point Treaty’’ of 1905 and the “‘Chongmi 
Seven-Point Treaty” of 1907 and then by the complete 
annexation of Korea by Japan in 1910. 

It is in this period that young Kim Hyong Jik, father of 
President Kim I] Sung, then a student of a middle school 
run by an American missionary, organized student strikes 
and formed various organizations to fight against foreign 
domination over Korea. He used to say: 

“We Koreans must never lose the Korean spirit where- 
ver we go. No one would bring us the independence of 
Korea.’ 

On March 23, 1917 Kim Hyong Jik formed the Korean 
National Association, an anti-Japanese underground re- 
volutionary organization, and, with this as an axis, or- 
ganized other associations. On this account, in the autumn 
of that year Kim Hyong Jik was arrested along with more 
than 100 others and put into Pyongyang Prison. 

When he was released, he moved the theatre of struggle 
to the shore of the Amnok River in the northern tip of the 
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The Arch of Triumph 
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The soiree of the workirig people of Pyongyang celebrating the 70th birthday of 
President Kim I] Sung 
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A scene of the mass game “People Sing of the Leader” 


country. On March 1, 1919 a general uprising swept the 
whole country under the banner of “Long live indepen- 
dence of Korea!” It was brutally suppressed by the 
Japanese with the backing of US imperialism. But national 
consciousness was awakened. 

Later, on the basis of an analysis and summing-up of 
the historical experience of the Korean revolution, 
President Kim I! Sung set forth the Juche idea that the 
masters of the revolution and construction are the masses 
of the people and that they are also the motive force of the 
revolution and construction. 

The great leader President Kim II Sung said: 

‘These two factors—the serious factional strife 
in the Korean national-liberation and communist 
movements and the leadership divorced from the 
masses—strongly convinced us that we must not 
carry out our revolution in that way. We keenly felt 
that we must go among the masses and rely on 
them in our struggle, that we must solve our 
problems by our ownefforts, and that if we worked 
well, others’ recognition would be out of the 
question. ... 

‘We can say this was the starting point of our 
Juche idea.” 

On April 15, 1912 in a modest straw-thatched house 
at the foot of Mangyong Hill in the suburbs of Pyong- 
yang was born Kim Song Ju (“Song” meaning “become” 
and “Ju” “a pillar’), son of revolutionary fighters 
Kim Hyong Jik and Kang Ban Sok. His family was 
poor. He was later called Han Byol (“Byol” meaning 
“star’’) and then Kim Il Sung (“II signifying “sun” and 
“Sung” become”). 

It can be seen in Mangyongdae that ordinary furniture, 
kitchen utensils and farm implements were the sole en- 
vironment of young Kim II Sung. 


Young Kim Song Ju liked to climb the nearby hill and 
meditate, looking over the wide reaches of the Taedong 
River. It is told that once seeing the Japanese enjoying 
boating on the river skirting the hill, he threw stones at 
them to warn that the sacred river of Korea could not serve 
as the pleasure ground for aggressors. He was much 
afflicted to see his father in tatters, tortured and chained, in 
Pyongyang Prison and came to bear a deep grudge against 
the Japanese invaders. 

In the autumn of 1919 he left his native home for the 
northern region where his father was active. Then his 
family moved to different localities: Chunggangjin, 
Linjiang and Badaogou, the last two being situated in 
Manchuria. 

Later, recalling the indescribable grudge he had in 
1925, General Kim II Sung (now Marshal) said: 

‘I crossed the Amnok River when | was 13, 
firmly determined not to return before Korea 
became independent. Young as | was, I could not 
repress my sorrow as I sang the Song of the Amnok 
River written by someone and wondered when | 
would be able to tread this land again, when | 
would return to this land where | had grown up and 
where there were our forefathers’ graves.” 

The boy Kim Song Ju studied at the primary school in 
Badaogou over three years and then was sent back by his 
father to Pyongyang to continue his study there. To this 
end, he made a journey of one thousand r/ (400 kilomet- 
res), witnessing the lamentable plight of his compatriots 
on his way. 

After 13 days’ travel on foot in the depth of winter he 
rejoined his grandparents in Mangyongdae and enrolled in 
the class of fifth grade of the Changdok School in Chilgol. 
This school at which his maternal grandfather served as 
inspector was one of the private primary schools set up to 
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inculcate anti-Japanese patriotic sentiments in the minds 
of young people. 

He who was later called Kim Il Sung enjoyed the high 
reputation of being a hardworking and enthusiastic model 
student. He witnessed how the Japanese lorded it over in 
Pyongyang. He saw a sharp contrast between the luxury 
houses of the rich and board shacks of the poor who were 
ill-clad, and hunger- and disease-stricken and suffered 
from a heavy burden of taxation and all kinds of grinding 
toil. 

This awakened in his mind a sense of great mission of 
devoting, in the future, his all to the fight for the well-being 
of his compatriots and development of the country. 

In 1926, after the death of his father, he entered the 
Hwasong Uisuk School set up by the nationalists in Hu- 
adian County, Jilin Province, China. There he was acquaint- 
ed with socialism and communism, a new _ ideology. 

On October 17, 1926 he formed the Down-with- 
Imperialism Union (DIU). He already advocated an orig- 
inal liberation movement, rejecting all kinds of Right and 
“Left” infantile trends. 

Later, he registered at the Yuwen Middle School in 
Jilin. He formed the Association of Korean Children in 
Jilin, reorganized the DIU into the Anti-Imperialist Youth 
League and organized the Young Communist League of 
Korea. In this way he closely associated Marxism-Leninism 
with the revolutionary practice in Korea and opposed 
prevalent dogmatism and worship of great powers. In other 
words, this was the first decisive step to advance the 
Korean revolution along the path of Juche. He enunciated 
Juche at the Kalun Meeting in June 1930. The same year 
he formed the Korean Revolutionary Army with a para- 
military political structure. He sent small groups of the KRA 
to conduct explanatory work among the people well. 

On September 18, 1931 the Japanese started an 
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armed invasion of northeast China (Manchuria). General 
Kim Il Sung launched a movement and roused over 
100,000 peasants to a well-organized large-scaie struggle. 
In December 1931 General Kim I! Sung called a meeting 
of party and Young Communist League cadres at 
Mingyuegou and delivered an historic speech entitled On 
Organizing and Waging Armed Struggle against Japanese 
Imperialism. On April 25, 1932 he founded the Anti-Japa- 
nese Guerrilla Army, the genuine people's revolutionary army. 
He set up a full guerrilla zone along the Tuman River. 

The movement was developed. Nothing could check it. 
Battles and raids followed one after another. 

On May 5, 1936 General Kim II Sung proclaimed the 
founding of the Association for the Restoration of the 
Fatherland and announced its ten-point programme. It 
provided particularly for nationalization, the freedoms of 
speech, the press, assembly and association, equality of 
people, free compulsory education, an eight-hour day, 
insurance laws for workers and relief of the unemployed. 

Militarily, Mt. Paekdu at the northern tip of the country 
served as a strongpoint for the guerrilla army to organize 
and intensify the armed struggle. 

On June 4, 1937 General Kim Il Sung emerged victo- 
rious in the decisive battle of Pochonbo fought against the 
Japanese. 

The scene of the battle is represented in acyclorama hall 
of the Korean Revolution Museum and its explanation ts 
given simultaneously in French and other languages. In the 
hall a whole view of Pochonbo spreads on a relief model as 
it was. Action is shown by cinerama-diorama on a big 
screen in the background. The vivid representation of this 
historic fact is really astounding. Tents, log cabins, tools 
used then, combatants, flames, etc. are all to be seen there. 

In brief, the Battle of Pochonbo marked a decisive stage 
in the anti-Japanese resistance struggle of the Korean 
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people. But this is no more than one stage. In July 1937 the 
Empire of Japan launched a big offensive against China. In 
his speech delivered in August 1937 General Kim II Sung 
stressed that when the Japanese imperialists were en- 
grossed in the aggressive war, the Korean People’s 
Revolutionary Army should launch vigorous operations of 
harassing the enemy’s rear and wide areas of the frontier, 
and more small armed units and political workers should be 
sent to the homeland to expand the anti-Japanese national 
united front movement, intensify organizational and poli- 
tical work among the people and widely organize and 
develop various forms of struggle against the Japanese 
imperialist policy of aggression on the continent. 

On November 10, 1937 he published a work entitled 
The Tasks of Korean Communists in which he reclarified 
the character of the Korean revolution and set forth the 
immediate tasks for the Korean communists to bring the 
Korean revolution to victory. 

During the period from the end of 1938 to the spring of 
1939 the ““Arduous March” was made from Nanpaizi to 
Beidadingzi, which lasted over one hundred days under 
very difficult conditions of winter. 

Going over to the spring counter-offensive, the Korean 
People’s Revolutionary Army fought the battle of 
Qiujiadian, Changbat County on April 11-12, 1939 and 
many other battles and, then advanced into the homeland 
and waged the battle of Taehongdan on May 23. 

The 15-year long arduous struggle eventually put an 
end to the Japanese rule of nearly 40 years and brought 
about national liberation in 1945. 

On October 10, 1945 the Communist Party was foun- 
ded. On October 13 President Kim I| Sung delivered the 
speech On the Building of New Korea and the National 
United Front. Korea was a semi-feudal, colonial society 
which had long been subjected to foreign exploitation. 


The slogan ‘‘Land to the tillers!’” was put up. The 
agrarian reform was carried out, over 1,000 industrial 
establishments were nationalized, and in June 1946 the 
Labour Law proclaimed. The Law on the Equality of the 
Sexes was announced in July the same year. The groun- 
dwork for anew university was laid. In May 1946 President 
Kim Il Sung attended the ceremony to mark the start of the 
Potong River improvement project and broke ground. In 
August 1946 the Workers’ Party of Korea was formed 
through the merger of the Communist Party and the New 
Democratic Party. 

The first national economic plans for 1947 and 1948 
were fulfilled respectively. They were estimated to speed 
up the development of different sectors of the national 
economy, rebuild all the factories which were not yet re- 
stored, fit out poorly-equipped factories, raise the efficiency 
of equipment and factories at work to the maximum, and 
eliminate colonial imbalance in all branches of the national 
economy to step up the building of an independent 
national economy. They also envisaged mass-producing 
daily necessities to meet the demands of the people. 

On February 8, 1948, the KPRA was reorganized into 
the Korean People’s Army, a regular army. 

President Kim Il Sung said: 

““As a result of the magnificent building up of 
democracy in the northern half of the Republic in 
the five years since liberation, the national 
economy has been rehabilitated and developed 
quickly, the people’s material and cultural stand- 
ards have improved noticeably, and national cul- 
ture and art has advanced rapidly.”’ 

But a war broke out on June 25, 1950. President 
Kim Il Sung’s proposal to promote democratic peaceful 
reunification of the country was turned down. The troops 
of the Syngman Rhee puppet clique crossed the demar- 
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cation line with the backing of the US detachments. The 
war forced a severe trial upon Korea and her people till July 
27, 1953. Then President Kim Il Sung said: 

‘‘The human brain could not imagine more dia- 
bolical and horrible barbarities than those commit- 
ted by the Hitlerite villains. 

‘“‘But in Korea, the Yankees surpassed the 
Hitlerites by far.”’ 

An average of 18 bombs per square kilometre were 
dropped over the territory of the DPRK. Cities, towns, 
villages, small dwelling houses, factories, temples, schools, 
hospitals—all became the targets of attack and were 
reduced to ashes. Even vegetation seriously suffered from 
bombings. 

One hundred years old trees which “resisted” the 
abominable trial are now carefully tended. They are shown 
to foreign visitors like exhibits of a nature museum. 

In brief, all branches of industry, agriculture and handi- 
craft, and cultural heritage were destroyed. 

On July 28, 1953 President Kim Il Sung put up the 
slogan “‘Everything for the postwar rehabilitation 
and development of the national economy to 
strengthen the democratic base!’’ On July 28 a mass 
rally was held in Pyongyang to celebrate the victory in the 
war. 

On July 29, President Kim Il Sung visited the 
Pyongyang Textile Mill and referred to US intervention: 

‘“"The American scoundrels allege that now 
Pyongyang is nothing but a heap of ashes and is 
quite uninhabitable and that the city will not rise 
again even in a hundred years. But we must show 
the mettle of the Korean people in rehabilitation 
and construction, too, by restoring this mill in only 
two months and turning out fabrics.” 

A grand march for reconstruction was started in Korea. 
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Chapter 2 


JOY OF THE PEOPLE CELEBRATING 
HIS BIRTHDAY 


The celebrations marking the 70th birthday of President 
Kim Il Sung were held in a particularly grand style on the 
15th of last April. 

Throughout the country from the biggest city to the 
smallest hamlet preparations for the fete day were made 
amid the greatest interest in a joyful atmosphere from 
several days before. Festooned arches were set up across 
the main streets while streamers carrying the slogans 
heralding the event adorned the facades of dwelling 
houses and high-rise buildings. 

All is done to present Korea in splendour. Parents were 
dressed in their best and children had new clothes on. 

In Pyongyang the Children’s Union members and 
school boys and girls marched in groups, singing chorus 
and waving flags. Many heads of foreign states and 
friendly delegations arrived by special plane at the airport. 
Africans in their traditional garments stood out 
CONspicuous. 

On the evening of April 14 | was invited to a grand 
performance given by 5,000 artistes at the February 8 
House of Culture. The theatre was packed with 6,000 
Korean and foreign spectators in different garbs. They gave 
a stormy ovation to President Kim I] Sung. A music and 
dance epic consisting of seven acts was presented in his 
honour. 
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The artistic and historic performance staged that day 
was an exceptionally fine work. Through monumental 
scenes showing the grim history of modern Korea we could 
trace the path traversed by President Kim I! Sung from the 
“one thousand-r/ journey for national liberation’ to the 
founding of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army, national 
liberation and other priceless achievements made by him, 
and then the war of the 1950's, ruins, reconstruction and 
the ‘‘Chollima speed’, bumper harvest, revived and pros- 
pering industry, restored peace, prosperous future, etc. 

Performance was wonderful beyond imagination. 
Majestic scenes spread in succession without false note; 
classic dances accompanied by chorus are performed one 
after another, movie and slide projection is skilfully dis- 
played alternately or simultaneously, and scenes of opera 
and operetta succeed or overlap each other. 

Members of the chorus standing in rows on both sides 
of the stage sing hopeful songs to the whole world. 
Colorful set scenes always depict the abundant and 
beautiful landscape of Korea. 

It was a quiet, refreshing April night. When | came out 
of the theatre, | only heard the splash of fountains gleaming 
iridescently in the reflective illuminations of buildings, 
which was occasionally drowned by the whirl of cars. 

The fete continued the following day. It lasted three 
days. The life of the country seemed as if suspended for 
three days, but the past, the present and the future were 
merged into one and numerous historic events were 
intensively reflected. 

On the evening of April 15 | saw another merrier 
spectacle of dance and song on the square before the 
Grand People’s Study House facing the Taedong River. 
Hundreds of people dressed in colorful national garbs in 
the rays of searchlights (Korean women look really charm- 
ing and womanly) danced graceful national dance in 
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several rings for hours on a revolving stage, while varico- 
lored balloons and fireworks were ceaselessly sent up and 
cracked in the sky. 

By dozens, by hundreds and by _ thousands, 
spectators—Koreans and foreigners—went down leaving 
the tiers and began dancing passionately and gracefully all 
at once moving backward and forward, just like farandole 
and sardana. Is the national dance complicated? In appear- 
ance only. For the rest, it suffices to follow the movement. 

Yes, Pyongyang was swept by festivity and there was 
the same jubilation in localities. All the country was 
seething with rejoicing. But we did not visit localities. 

On the morning of April 16 the fete took a new turn. The 
theatre was the Kim II Sung Stadium, a historic place, at 
the foot of Moran Hill, near which rose the newly erected 
Arch of Triumph, all white. 

From dawn servicemen in khaki uniform with all medals 
on their breasts were there aligned in close ranks, while 
girls with colorful ribbons on their heads were doing their 
last rehearsal. Public security workers in sky-blue uniform, 
among whom were quite a few girls, were regulating the 
influx of over 100,000 people who gathered to enter the 
grand stadium with roofed stands which was recently 
rebuilt modernly and extended. 

The National Anthem resounded, which was follow- 
ed by the acclamations and cheers of the masses. 
President Kim I! Sung sat at the platform table and beside 
him were his guests, heads of friendly states, who were 
surrounded in their turn by the heads of congratulatory 
delegations from different countries of the world. Foreign 
correspondents were also present. Among them was 
seen the crew of the French television FR3. Chiefs of 
youth organizations from towns and provinces and from 
abroad conveyed by turns to the President the message 
of loyalty, a token of their fervent affection and adoration 
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for him. A mass game started while a volley of fireworks 
was fired and varicolored gorgeous balloons sent up over 
Moran Hill. Tens of thousands of panels animated by 
invisible pupils signaled the beginning of the mass game 
with a dry slap. The kaleidoscopic background presented 
slogans devoted to glory to the President, the prosperity 
and reunification of the country and welcome to all foreign 
guests in different languages including English and 
French. Besides, it described in grand pictures the struggle 
for national liberation, the birth of Juche, the building of a 
powerful independent national economy, agriculture, edu- 
cation, national culture, as well as scenes of daily life 
heralding the future. 

Tens of thousands of young sportsmen gave perform- 
ance in the clean playground laid with turf and their 
movements changing in order were really astonishing. 

Their sky-blue sport shirts symbolizing life-giving 
water flowing into fields change into yellow ones in a 
twinkling, representing a bumper harvest. 

The panel display on the background which has been 
incessantly improved for many years is a typical speciality 
of Juche Korea, and now a number of Asian and African 
countries are imitating it. It is a great pleasure to see such 
an unforgettable performance which requires long prepar- 
ation, strict discipline and flawless method. We can see in 
it, as in other fields, extreme carefulness, precision, te- 
nacity, organization and fortitude which characterize the 
Korean people. These qualities of the Korean people well 
deserve a “bow made with one’s hat taken off’ as the 
people put it, and evoke our sincere admiration. 

Though he was busy with nationwide celebrations and 
official functions, President Kim Il Sung who ts unusually 
energetic (It is generally admitted) honoured us by attend- 
ing the grand banquet given in his honour with the 
presence of distinguished guests. He cheerfully greeted us 
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one by one, gripping our hands and saying kind words to 
each of us. Availing himself of this occasion he said: 

For me, the happiest thing is to be loved and 
supported by the people, and the worthiest thing ts 
to serve them. | wish to live on, enjoying their love 
and support, and it is my revolutionary duty to fight 
for them to the last. 

‘‘Ever since I set out on the revolutionary road, | 
have always been loved and supported by the 
people. It is entirely because of the utmost love, 
protection and sincerest help from my comrades 
and people that | have been able to carry on my 
revolutionary activities in good health until today 
when I am 70.” 

He went on to Say: 

“When we enjoy the people’s love and support 
and believe in their strength and rely on them, we 
can endure any bitter trial and emerge victorious 
from any difficult struggle. This is a truth which we 
discovered in the practice of the revolutionary 
struggle. We grasped this priceless revolutionary 
truth in our struggle and kept it as our unshakable 
revolutionary creed. This is the secret which en- 
abled us to hold fast to the revolutionary banner of 
Juche to the end and led our revolution straight to 
victory despite all the difficulties and complex- 
ities.”’ 

President Kim II Sung regarded it as his basic duty to 
serve his people. 

His desire and exploits were rightly appreciated. The 
Korean people paid him their fervent homage, holding 
three-day celebrations of his 7Oth birthday. 
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Chapter 3 


SUCCESSION TO AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE GREAT CAUSE 


It is true that a colossal and even gigantic undertaking 
has been carried out after the war, but the long-term cause 
of President Kim I| Sung and his people must be 
continued. 

Political stability and continuity of action which do not 
preclude creativity and permanent renovation are one of 
the conditions essential for the economic, social and 
cultural development of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea. 

Besides, national reunification Is a long-term undertak- 
ing requiring a high degree of vigilance, tenacity, fortitude 
and diplomacy. 

Today the Korean people look up to Kim Jong Il asthe 
very person best qualified to take over, carry forward and 
symbolize his cause. 

From his early years youth Kim Jong II was exception- 
ally clever, taking an interest in everything and especially 
liked literary works, drama, music and fine arts. His verses 
are rich in emotion. The pictures he drew in a thoroughly 
Korean fashion were awarded the first prize at a national 
children’s art exhibition. 

As adiligent student having curiosity for everything and 
versatile tastes he never neglected the study of most 
difficult engineering problems and showed an unusual 
interest in politics, philosophy, economy, literature, archi- 
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tecture, military and international affairs. He took an active 
part in the organization of youth movement and helped 
bring about an upswing in the press. 

He was unswervingly faithful to the cause of illustrious 
President Kim II Sung. 

He preferred studying at Kim Il Sung University to 
going abroad for study. He categorically criticized the 
dogmatic and flunkeyist attitude revealed among some 
people which paralyzed creativity. 

While studying at the university, he totally renovated 
the generally accepted theories. 

Making an analysis of contemporary imperialism in one 
of his numerous writings, he wrote: 

*“,..contemporary imperialism is an imperialism 
which is based not on mere monopoly capitalism 
but on state monopoly capitalism, resorts to neo- 
colonialism rather than to old colonialism, is being 
reorganized in the relationship of superior and 
inferior with US imperialism as the chieftain, in- 
stead of standing as equals, and is floundering 
desperately, falling fast into decay and ruin, far 
from growing in strength.” 

Young Kim Jong Il, accompanying President 
Kim Il Sung in his tour for the on-the-spot guidance, 
inspected factories, rural districts, educational establish- 
ments, hospitals and the like. 

In this practice he assimilated the ideas, leadership 
methods and moral qualities which meant success for 
Kimilsungism. 

He became an assistant of Head of State very early. He 
presided over consultative meetings for different spheres of 
activity, grasped important problems arising in each period 
through many talks and gave relevant instructions. 

But he avoids publicity, and exhibits reserve on public 
appearances. This, however, by no means prevents him 
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from becoming a ‘“’man on the spot”’ who is always among 
the masses of the people like President Kim II Sung. He is 
called ‘“‘dear leader’ for his extensive knowledge, ability 
and kindness. 

Inspiring the whole nation to the struggle for another 
boost in production, he launched a ‘70-day battle” in 
1974 and organized “‘guidance groups” involving more 
than 11,000 functionaries and sent them to over 2,000 
production units. Officials of public organs, too, go down 
to work places, with rucksacks on their backs and directly 
participate in work, imparting their knowledge and ex- 
perience to the people, as the saying goes ‘‘Knead flour by 
yourself’. As a result, according to the officially released 
data, industrial production registered a 70 per cent increase 
On an average in two months. This was a miraculous 
innovation. 

He also contributed to propelling the ‘‘three- 
revolution’’ movement inaugurated by President 
Kim Il Sung. 

The substance of the three revolutions is to remould 
ideology as required by Juche; develop technology for 
developing productive forces, increasing production of 
material wealth, freeing the working people from arduous 
labour and providing them with an independent and 
creative life; and to develop culture, that is, to remove 
everything that is anachronistic in the cultural life and lead 
all the members of society to enjoy a genuine people's 
national culture. 

These new policies made it possible to accelerate 
automation of production. 

Kindling the flames of automation at the Hwanghae 
lron Works in 1972, he said: 

““Expense matters little. Money is no consider- 
ation if it is for freeing our working class from 
difficult and arduous work.”’ 
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The new policies urgently demanded that the people 
“live in a Korean way”,.exclusively valuing the interests of 
the Korean people, while resolutely rejecting the unsound 
trends of extreme luxury and extravagance infiltrated from 
abroad. 

Under the guidance of Kim Jong !| a number of 
architectures were built; majestic monuments erected on 
the shore of Lake Samji, a sacred revolutionary site; 
sculptural groups, the 66-metre-high Ponghwa Tower, 
and the Wangjaesan Revolutionary Museum on Mt. 
Wangjae; newly built Changgwang Street and other va- 
rious creations in Pyongyang. He gave meticulous gul- 
dance to the construction of the Maternity Hospital, the 
Changgwang Health Complex and other public establish- 
ments in Pyongyang. 

He greatly contributed to the removal of conventional 
forms of literature, art, and drama and opera in particular. 

He personally directed the performance of a music and 
dance epic given on the occasion of the 70th birthday of 
President Kim Il Sung. 

Kim Jong II, member of the Presidium of the Political 
Bureau and Secretary, of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, enjoys full confidence of the 
leading functionaries and people of Korea in accomplish- 
ing the cause of carrying forward, developing and enrich- 
ing Kimilsungism. 


20 


The dear leader Comrade Kim Jong II discusses work 
with the great leader President Kim Il Sung 


Chapter 4 


MAGNIFICENT AND REALISTIC 
ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES 


In order to have a correct understanding of the miracul- 
ous achievements made by the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea from scratch after the war we should 
trace back to 1953. 


Almost all the factories and cities of Korea were 
destroyed and, along with them, all the heritages of 
industry, art, literature and architecture gone. 


In the first stage President Kim Il Sung developed 
heavy industry to the maximum. This was a correct policy 
counting on the inexhaustible resources of the country 
such as coal, iron ore, graphite, magnesite, gold, silver, 
barite, lead, zinc, copper, nickel and tungsten. 

The President wisely made sure that agriculture and 
light industry were developed simultaneously. 


It should be pointed out that in those days everything 
was in short supply. Recently a cadre of Korea told us the 
US imperialists had bragged that socialist Korea would 
never rise to her feet again since she had suffered a deadly 
blow. 

Despite the objective situation created by the war 
ravages the essential demand of the people for daily 
necessities was never neglected. 

President Kim I! Sung always made it an iron rule to 
show the greatest concern for the well-being of the people. 
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This is one of the “‘secrets”’ of his receiving genuine support 
from the people. 

Economic construction of the country was carried out 
through a few national economic plans. During the First 
Seven-Year Plan (1961-1967) which was prolonged until 
1970 industry developed rapidly. During the whole period 
of industrialization from 1957 to 1970 industrial output 
increased at an average annual rate of 19.1 per cent and the 
total industrial output value grew 11.6 times as against 
1956. During the Six-Year Plan (1971-1976) industrial 
production increased by 16.3 per cent every year and the 
total industrial output value grew 2.5 times as compared 
with 1970. Great effort was directed to the production of 
consumer goods. During the Second Seven-Year Plan 
(1978-1984) industrial production will rise 2.2 times. 

The Sixth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea laid 
down the ten long-term objectives to be attained in the 
1980's in order to step up the modelling of the whole 
society on the Juche idea. They are: to produce annually 
100,000 million kwh of electricity, 120 million tons of coal, 
15 million tons of steel, 1.5 million tons of nonferrous 
metals, 20 million tons of cement, 7 million tons of 
chemical fertilizers, 1,500 million metres of fabrics, 5 
million tons of sea foods and 15 million tons of grain and 
reclaim 300,000 chongbo of tideland in ten years. It is 
officially admitted that if these objectives are attained, the 
DPRK will rank among the highly developed countries in 
the economic sphere and have solid material and technical 
foundations to ensure the Korean people high material and 
cultural living standards. 

| will not enumerate the long list of figures and statistics 
tedious to readers. No figures can be more convincing than 
the concrete successes confirmed on the spot, which will 
be described in this book. 

Nevertheless, | consider it interesting to analyse some 


22 


materials presented to the First Session of the Seventh 
Supreme People’s Assembly of the DPRK on the 5th of last 
April. 

In 1981 the state budgetary revenue reached 
20,684,000,000 won, which means a 8.1 per cent increase 
over the 1980 figure. In the same year expenditure amoun- 
ted to 20,333,000,000 won, 7.9 per cent increase. 

The revenue showed an 11 per cent of growth per 
annum during the seven years from 1974. This means that 
the revenue of 1981 covered that of 1946 in only seven 
hours despite the systematical reduction of commodity 
prices every year and complete abolition of taxation. 

The financial reserve for 1981 was 351,000,000 won. 
This budget is inconceivable apart from a large amount of 
exports. Among the exports of Korea are such abundant 
raw materials as coal and nonferrous metals, as well as 
steel, cement, machine-tools, electric equipment, textile, 
ceramic ware, and other processed goods, marine pro- 
ducts, grain, fruit and vegetables and other agricultural 
produce, and their kinds are steadily increasing. 

The DPRK has close trade relations with socialist 
countries (chiefly with China and the Soviet Union) and 
continues to extend them to other countries (Japan and 
Scandinavian, southeast Asian and African countries). 

On the contrary, imports are reduced as far as possible. 
Petroleum, natural rubber, chrome, manganese and gyp- 
sium are the chief imports. 

Next, the above-mentioned report referred to the main 
results achieved in 1981. The construction of hydropower 
stations and sluices for irrigation was pushed ahead and 
the Pukchang Thermal Power Plant expanded. 

In the mining industry many coal and ore mines with big 
deposits were opened up. The coal mines in Anju and 
Tokchon districts and the Komdok Mine were reconstruc- 
ted and expanded. 
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Vigorous endeavours were made to make mining faci- 
lities large-sized, modern and high-speed and _ further 
advance the overall mechanization of mining operations. 

In the metallurgical industry the projects of expansion 
of blast furnace No. 2 and the sintering furnace and 
construction of the cold-rolling mill at the Kim Chaek Iron 
Works were carried out with success and the expansion 
project of the steel shop of the Songjin Steel Plant finished. 

In the chemical tndustry the construction of the sul- 
phuric acid shop of the Hungnam Fertilizer Complex was 
completed. A movilon factory was erected in a little over 
one year. 

Thus, in the industrial domain 1981 saw the completion 
of 2,470 construction projects and 60,370 inventions and 
devices. 

Great success was achieved in agricultural production, 
too. With the completion of the construction of the 
September 18 Reservoir and the project for backing the 
water of the Potong River, the irrigation network has been 
further extended and perfected. 

Other reservoirs were built and the area of cultivated 
land greatly expanded. 

A great stride forward was made in the mechanization 
of agriculture and the production and use of chemical 
fertilizers. 

In 1981 a bumper harvest was reaped despite very 
unfavourable weather conditions. 

Great efforts were made to increase marine products. As 
a result, 330,000 tons more of fish was caught in the winter 
of 1981 than in the same period of the previous year. 

The share of budgetary expenditure appropriated for 
national defence accounted for 14.8 per cent of the total 
and that for social and cultural services showed a seven per 
cent increase. 

As for the success made in national education, the 
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Nampo College of Ship Engineering, the Tonghae College 
of Electronics, the Chongsan College of Agriculture were 
set up and over 5,500 lecture rooms augmented. 

In the capital were built the Grand People’s Study 
House with a floor space of 100,000 square metres, the Ice 
Rink with a floor space of 25,000 square metres, the 
Chongryu Restaurant and Pyongyang Department Store 
No. 1. The Moranbong Stadium was modernly rebuilt and 
renamed the ‘Kim I! Sung Stadium’. Another fun fair was 
built in Mangyongdae and the vast Munsu district came 
into being following Changgwang Street. Mention should 
be made of the Tower of Juche Idea and the Arch of 
Triumph, grand monumental edifices which were erected, 
reflecting the unanimous desire of the Korean people to 
pay a high tribute to the immortal revolutionary idea and 
exploits of President Kim I! Sung and glorify them for 
ever. 

The 1982 budget estimated at 22,546,000 won, en- 
visages an increase of 9 per cent in revenue, 10.9 per cent 
in expenditure and 11.5 per cent in the expense for 
economic construction. 

The efforts to fulfil the four major nature-remaking 
projects to reclaim 300,000 chongbo of tideland, acquire 
200,000 chongbo of new land and build the Nampo Lock 
Gate and the Taechon Power Station will be made con- 
tinuously and hundreds of millions of won of fund be 
appropriated for these undertakings. The shares of invest- 
ment will be respectively increased by 20 per cent in the 
chemical industry, 12 per cent in the metallurgical industry 
and 13 per cent in the electric and mining industries. 

Particularly, a greater share of the budget than last year 
will be directed to light industry to boost the production of 
mass consumption goods. 

The budgetary expenses will increase by 12 per cent for 
agriculture, 9 per cent for construction of modern dwelling 
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houses, towns and rural villages, 5 per cent for social and 
cultural measures, 6 per cent for education. Expenditure for 
national defence will account for 14.5 per cent of the total 
state budgetary expenditure. 

As can be seen, the budget embodies the policy of fully 
developing and utilizing the country’s resources and im- 
proving the people's living standards. 

Besides, stress is put on modernizing machines and 
equipment in all fields of the national economy. 


We can clearly see what keen attention the President of 
the DPRK shows to introducing advanced techniques of 
other countries and encouraging research work and tech- 
nical innovation at home. 


The emblem of the Workers’ Party of Korea is symbolic 
in this respect. It has a hammer on one side, a sickle on the 
other and a writing-brush in the centre. This symbolizes the 
alliance of industrial workers, farmers and intellectuals 
such as engineers, technicians, research workers and 
writers. 


It has become clear that with the promotion of the 
technical revolution in all fields of the national economy 
overall mechanization and automation are under way and 
great progress has already been achieved in easing arduous 
labour particularly in the metallurgical, engineering, che- 
mical and cement industries. 

With the promotion of mechanization and chemicaliz- 
ation in the rural districts the differences between industrial 
and agricultural labour have been considerably narrowed 
down. 

All these remarkable changes clearly prove what 
boundless concern President Kim I! Sung shows for re- 
lieving the working people of arduous labour to the 
maximum and providing them with a dignified life befitting 
to master. 
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President Kim Il Sung made a right remark in this 
respect: 

“The technical revolution is not a mere tech- 
nical, practical task to increase material wealth by 
developing technology and the productive forces. 
It is an important political task to free the working 
people, liberated from exploitation and oppression, 
even from the fetters of nature and to ensure for 
them complete social equality, and independent 
and creative lives.”’ 
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Chapter 5 
A LAND OF RADICAL CHANGE 


| would not like to give a full description of all the 
successes achieved in construction. For it would need a 
more complete work. 

| will confine myself to a brief summary of the Korean 
economic policy and success on the basis of President 
Kim Il Sung’s important speech J7asks of the People’s 
Government in Modelling the Whole of Society on the 
Juche Idea delivered on April 14 last year and the data 
furnished by the Government of the DPRK. 


AGRICULTURE 


Special attention is paid to the problem of food. 

There goes a saying: ‘’A man is generous only when his 
rice bin is full.’’ In other words, only when food is plentiful 
will the people’s thoughts improve and everything go off 
smoothly. Increasing grain production is a matter of 
primary concern. Grain output was 2,870,000 tons in 
1956, 5 million tons in 1970, over 7 million tons in 1974, 
8.5 million tons in 1977 and 9 million tons in 1979. The 
goal of grain production for 1984 is 10 million tons. 

The DPRK is a mountainous country, so its arable land 
is limited and farming is highly intensive. All plots of 
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land are utilized without exception. Hilly areas, too, are 
reclaimed. 

Another important requirement is to diversify agricul- 
tural production as far as possible to meet the domestic 
demand. A large area is occupied by orchards and green- 
house cultivation is widely introduced everywhere 
possible. The Ryongsong Glass House in the suburbs of 
Pyongyang is one of the largest vegetable farms. Cultivated 
here are cucumber, tomato, watermelon, melon and other 
fresh vegetables. 

Stockbreeding takes an important place. The 
Mangyongdae Chicken Plant built in 1966 puts out 100 
million eggs a year by industrial method. Supply of feed 
and water, egg laying and hatching, collection and check- 
ing of eggs, removal of droppings, ventilation and control 
of temperature and humidity—all these processes are 
mechanized or automated. A tender takes care of 10,000. 


IRRIGATION POLICY 


Korea’s geographical features are favourable for irrig- 
ation and construction of reservoirs, sluices and dams for 
power station. Korea has many diverse rivers, rapids and 
natural lakes. 

People often remember the former days when they 
drew water by digging wells and treading waterwheels and 
offered prayer for rain. 

The great policy of irrigation was entered on following 
the Potong River improvement work after liberation. In the 
past the Potong River overflowed every year causing great 
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damages to the adjacent rural districts and Pyongyang, the 
capital. 

President Kim II Sung said: 

“We irrigated 300,000 chongbo of land through 
an all-mass movement in one year after the war and 
now have more than one million chongbo of trri- 
gated area.”’ 

During the Six-Year Plan 117 reservoirs and 8,850 
pumping stations were built and thus 400,000 chongbo of 
non-paddies were put under irrigation. 

Today there are a great number of irrigation facilities. 
Largest among them are Pyongnam Irrigation (100,000 
chongbo), Ojidon Irrigation (34,000 chongbo), Kiyang 
Irrigation (51,000 chongbo) and Amnokgang Irrigation 
(90,000 chongbo). 

As for man-made reservoirs, Yonpung, Taesong, 
Sohung, Manpung and Unpa lakes can be cited. 

Suffice it to say that the total length of the irrigation 
canals goes round the earth. 

Underground water is drawn up and used by digging 
pools and driving pipes. The great success achieved In this 
work left a particularly deep impression on us. It is an 
unprecedented unique example in the world. 

President Kim II Sung kindly had a guesthouse built 
for me by an artificial lake. 

Almost every day we take a stroll around it, with a glad 
heart. We often walk up to the dam which controls the 
water supply to the nearby cooperative farms. 

Recently we had the opportunity to visit the Mirim Lock 
Gate built on the Taedong River. 

It is situated in the middle between my lodging and 
Pyongyang, the capital. It was built in one and half a year 
from 1979 to 1980. It is a monumental structure built 
entirely with domestic techniques and material. It has a 
storage capacity of 100 million cubic metres of water. 
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There are a hydropower station and a lock gate ensuring 
simultaneous passage of two vessels. Further down, many 
cranes and tipcars are seen at work. 

Being limited in arable land, the DPRK has to reclaim 
land from the sea while building reservoirs. 

President Kim II Sung said: 

“A bold plan for tideland development should be 
worked out and the projects pushed forward. Thus, 
300,000 chongbo of tideland should be reclaimed in 
the vicinitiesofKa Island, Sinmilsland, Chongju, 
the Chongchon River estuary, Taedong Bay and 
other places on the west coast by the end of the 
1980’s.”’ 

This teaching of his was immediately put into effect. 
The project of the first stage was to reclaim tens of 
thousands of chongbo of tideland. It was completed in one 
and half a year by 1981 and there came into being a seaside 
reservoir called September 18 Reservoir. The waters of this 
reservoir will be supplied to the vast Yonbaek Plain and the 
land to be reclaimed from the sea. 

Korea emulates the Netherlands in tideland develop- 
ment. Who could believe it only some years ago? But 
tideland reclamation has become a matter of vital interest 
to Korea. 


FISHERY 


President Kim II Sung said: 

“In the fisheries a scientific system of fishing 
should be introduced, and fishing vessels should be 
made universal and modern and active fishing 
operations carried on to catch more fish.”’ 


31 


Fish and other seafood are in effect one of the rich 
resources of Korea. 

In this connection, President Kim II| Sung said in his 
policy speech made at the joint meeting of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the DPRK 
Supreme People’s Assembly: 

“Our country which has many rivers and 
streams and is surrounded by the seaon three sides, 
abounds in marine resources and has favourable 
conditions for developing the fishing industry. If 
we take advantage of our favourable natural con- 
ditions and develop this industry, we can make the 
people’s diets still more varied and solve the food 
problem more satisfactorily. 

“We should not fail to attain the production 
target of five million tons of seafood. To this end, 
we should build more modern fishing vessels, 
strengthen the material and technical foundations 
of the fishing industry and introduce scientific 
fishing methods on a large scale.”’ 

He went on to Say: 

**...we should concentrate efforts on catching 
pollack, so that we will be able to increase the 
annual landings of this fish to over 2.5 million tons 
by the end of the 1980's. Meanwhile, we should 
decisively improve fish processing so that the fish- 
ing industry could better contribute to the im- 
provement of the people’s diet.”’ 

Five million tons of seafood production is one of the 
aforesaid ten long-term objectives of economic construc- 
tion. This is 2.5 times higher than the 1970 figure (two 
million tons) and three times higher than the goal of the 
Six-Year Plan (1.6 million tons). It is a record figure by the 
world standard. 

For the cold storage of fish an up-to-date refrigeration 


32 


industry has been opened up to produce refrigerator cars. 
Bases of supply are properly distributed to meet the 
demand of consumers across the country. 


INDEPENDENT CHEMICAL INDUSTRY 


In the above-mentioned speech President Kim Il Sung 
sald: 

“We should energetically strive to reach the 
targets of chemical products and fabrics.’’ 

He went on to say: 

“By directing great efforts to the chemical 
industry we must attain the target of seven million 
tons of chemical fertilizer and extensively increase 
production of chemical goods including chemical 
fibres.’’ 

To this end *’... we should reconstruct and expand 
existing chemical factories and set up various new 
ones that require domestic raw materials. We 
should also widely introduce new production and 
technical processes, including carbide production 
through the oxygen-blowing method, so that we 
will largely increase the output of chemical fer- 
tilizer, fibres, synthetic resin and rubber to ensure 
an adequate supply of various raw and other ma- 
terials for the development of agriculture and light 
industry.” 

Further he pointed out: 

“Great changes should be made for the ad- 
vancement of light industry. We should make full 
use of the production capacities of light industry 
factories and should build many new, modern 
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factories. We should thus reach the production 
target of 1,500 million metres of fabrics and rapidly 
improve the production of foodstuffs, items for 
domestic and cultural use and other consumer 
goods.”’ 


Among the chemical industry bases there is the vinalon 
factory built on the Ryonghung Plain once overgrown with 
weeds, which is one of the most brilliant successes 
achieved after the war. 


A movilon factory was set up. Mention should also be 
made of over 40 up-to-date major production bases and 
over 100 medium and small enterprises. 


The large chemical fibre factory in Sinutju is notable as 
it uses reed rich in Korea as raw material. 


Another one is the chemical fibre factory in Chongjin 
which was rebuilt on an expansion basis. The Namhung 
Youth Chemical Complex turns out urea fertilizer, Orlon 
and polyethylene. 


Limited arable land in the country makes it difficult to 
turn out cotton and other natural fibre. So intensive 
research is conducted on producing fibre by chemical 
method. Research in agriculture is also oriented on these 
lines. 

According to the plan the output of fertilizer will reach 
five million tons by 1984 and the DPRK considerably 
increase its export. 

The Hungnam Fertilizer Complex is a big factory. It 
turns out nitrogenous fertilizer. It synthesizes ammonia 
through gasification of anthracite and produces various 
kinds of nitrogenous fertilizers suitable to the soil and crops 
of the country. 

Importance is attached to the production of phosphor- 
ous and microelement fertilizers. 

Particularly, automation and remote control are exten- 
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sively introduced. As a result, heat-affected and harmful 
labour has, in effect, been eliminated. 


HYDROPOWER GENERATING EQUIPMENT 
AND HEAVY INDUSTRY 


President Kim II Sung stressed: 

“‘General success in socialist economic con- 
struction depends on how to develop the key 
industries which form the backbone of the national 
economy. Heavy industry, including the electrical, 
mining and metallurgical industries, should be de- 
veloped quickly. This is the only way to continue 
developing the national economy at a fast rate, 
while consolidating the foundations of the in- 
dependent socialist national economy and the 
country’s economic might. The rapid development 
of heavy industry is also indispensable for improv- 
ing the people’s livelihood in asatisfactory manner. 

“We should continue to direct great efforts to 
developing the electrical, mining, metal and 
cement industries, so that we will certainly attain 
the production targets of 100,000 million kwh of 
electricity, 120 million tons of coal, 15 million tons 
of steel, 1.5 million tons of nonferrous metals and 
20 million tons of cement.” 

Hydroelectric power stations are ‘‘economically very 
effective and reliable power bases which operate on the 
rich hydropower resources’ of the country. 

The grand plan to attain the production target of 
100,000 million kwh of electricity by the end of the 1980's 
is now being carried into execution. 
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The Supung and Sodusu Power Stations are equipped 
with remote-control and automation apparatuses. Another 
power station has been built on the Changjin River. 

The projects for building hydropower stations on the 
Taedong and Chongchon Rivers, at Taechon and Pochon 
and in Mt. Kumgang are now at the stage of designing or 
under way. 

Heating system is introduced in the whole of 
Pyongyang by the heat supplied by the thermal power 
plant feeding on coal. It is planned to further expand the 
Pyongyang and Pukchang Thermal Power Plants. 

Tidal energy is widely tapped. An instance of it can be 
found in Taean. Other tidal power stations will be built. 
In his policy speech President Kim II Sung said: 

‘Coal is an important raw material and fuel for 
our Juche industry. 

“We should concentrate on the coal mines in the 
Anju, Sunchon, Tokchon and northern regions 
which have large deposits and favourable con- 
ditions to develop, and radically increase coal pro- 
duction. In particular, we should reconstruct and 
expand on modern lines the mines in the Anju 
district which have unlimited deposits of good- 
quality coal, so that the annual production of coal 
will reach 70-100 million tons in future. 
Meanwhile, we should open many more large coal 
mines in areas which are highly promising and 
advantageous for development, and also actively 
work to open other small and medium ones. 

“‘In order to increase coal production we should 
make large, modern and high-speed mining equip- 
ment and introduce comprehensive mechanization 
and automation in mining operations. We should 
give definite precedence to tunnelling and removal 
of overburden through the modernization of ex- 
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The great leader President Kim Il Sung gives an on-the- 
spot guidance to the Chongsan Cooperative Farm 
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The Kumsong Tractor Plant 
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Changjasan Youth” 


sa 


The launching ceremony of cargo boat 


The Hungnam Fertilizer Complex 
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Maize fields in terraces 


The Mangyongdae Cooperative Farm 
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The Pyongyang Hothouse Farm 


A bumper crop of vegetables under glass 


cavating machines, rock drills and other equipment 
and the introduction of advanced methods of work, 
and should decisively improve the level of mechani- 
zation in mining and transportation of coal by 
extensively introducing various efficient coal- 
cutting machines and by using large and modern 
transport means.” 

Like this, nothing is spared to free the people from hard 
labour. 

As for cement production the goal for the 1980's is 20 
million tons. With rapid promotion of automation the plan 
is expected to be overfulfilled by far. The Sunchon Cement 
Factory, for example, has an annual capacity of three 
million tons. The annual output of cement is expected to 
reach 12-13 million tons by 1984. The February 8 and 
Komusan Cement Factories have been modernized and 
many medium and small cement factories built. Besides, a 
new calcinating method has been introduced. 

President Kim Il Sung said: 

‘‘The steel production target is one of the most 
important of the ten long-term objectives that we 
must attain.’ 

To this end, it is necessary to reconstruct and expand 
the existing metallurgical plants and build new ones. 
Special stress is put on the Kim Chaek Iron Works, 
Hwanghae Iron Works, Songjin Steel Plant and Kangson 
Steel Complex. It is pointed out that the new Taedonggang 
Iron Works with a capacity of three million tons will be 
built. One of the ten long-term objectives is to put out 15 
million tons of steel. 

lron ore is one of the rich resources of Korea. It is 
expected to rebuild and expand many mines including the 
Musan, Tokhyon and Toksong Mines. A 98 kilometres long 
pipeline linking the Musan Mine with the Kim Chaek Iron 
Works has been laid in Musan. Musan is situated in the 
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Tuman valley, a northern border area of the country. 

Production of non-ferrous metals also holds an import- 
ant place. Its goal for the 1980's is 1.5 million tons. The 
Komdok Mine will be reconstructed on an expansion basis. 

Refineries were built in Nampo and Munpyong (zinc 
refinery), and another refinery is under construction in 
Tanchon. 

A major success in the machine-building industry is the 
Taean Heavy Machine Factory which was put into oper- 
ation in September 1980. The factory produces 15,000- 
50,000 kva capacity hydropower generators needed for 
power stations under construction. 

Korea produces machine tools by itself. The Huichon 
Machine-Tool Factory is a major producer. As many as 
30,000 machine tools were put out in a bit over one year 
after the Sixth-Year Plan started. 


OTHER SUCCESSES 


As other successes, | can cite here the Kim Jong Tae 
Electric Locomotive Factory, producer of the new-type 
locomotive ‘Red Flag’, and the Ragwon Plastic Building- 
Material Factory, producer of pipe, oil paper, wall paper, 
etc. located on the east coast. The modern glassware 
factory in the port city of Nampo produces 400-odd kinds 
of glassware including tableware, flower vase and indus- 
trial art objects. Its production processes are all mecha- 
nized and automated, starting from crushing of raw ma- 
terials down to melting, discharge, casting, heat treatment, 
cutting and processing. 

The design workshop is installed with over 100 modern 
machines. More than 40 kinds of industrial art objects 
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including flower vases, decorated with the patterns of bird, 
fish, flower, hare, squirrel and bear, are produced. 

There is a lacquered art goods factory in Taechon in 
North Pyongan Province. The lacquer art has a history of 
more than 2,500 years in Korea. It is usually applied to vase, 
fruit tray, cake box and others by means of engraving, 
painting or others. 


| intend to conclude my article now. 

It is not the purpose of this book to dwell exhaustively 
on the activity of the DPRK in the diversified fields. This 
book is not free from defects, but | think it may give a 
glimpse of the huge work done by a country in less than 30 
years which had long been a colony and retrogressed 
nearly to the Stone Age, so to say, on account of the two 
devastating wars that took place in succession. All suc- 
cesses are worth further analysis, and many of them are 
exemplary for us. 
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Chapter 6 


SOCIAL MEASURES FOR FUTURE 


Do you know a country where unemployment and 
taxation exist no longer, inflation is curbed, prices of 
consumer goods continuously fall down and dwelling 
houses are rented for a song for the benefits of the 
population? 

Do you know a country where free education and free 
medical service are enforced and men and women are 
granted old-age pension from the age of 60 and 55 
respectively? Do you know a country where the sufficient 
state budget is supplied by the production of exports? We 
know it is the DPRK. 

With the abolition of all the taxation in 1974 this land of 
“morning calm” became the only tax-free country in the 
world. 

This freed enterprises and peasants from heavy, mis- 
cellaneous bureaucratic levies, so that they could entirely 
apply themselves to state building and self-education. 

But this is merely an aspect of social management in 
this country. 

To take another instance, this country has not the 
unemployed although most countries including develop- 
ing countries are chronically annoyed by unemployment. 

As we Shall see later, special attention is paid to the 
youth in this country. 

Mental labour is closely linked to tasks raised in 
industry and agriculture. | 
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We learned that public officials are obligated to par- 
ticipate in physical labour one day at least in a week for the 
good of the country by way of helping farmers, repairing 
dwelling houses or roads. 

The Koreans do not know annoyances by bureaucrats. 
They help one another in action. It ts illustrated well by free 
medical services (diagnosis, hospitalization and me- 
dicine), paid maternity leave, paid holidays and paid 
convalescence and recuperation, and free education (from 
primary to higher education). 

Paid leave is usually granted for 14 days to a month. 
But, besides these days, we were told, there are as many 
red-letter days and holidays throughout the year. Working 
people above the age of 60 (55 for woman) are qualified 
for the old-age pension. All who have lost working ability 
temporarily or entirely also enjoy the benefits of social 
security and free medical services. 

To fairly value the living standards of the Koreans, we 
should take into account all the factors in their income. In 
fact, there is neither the rich nor the poor in Korea. The state 
supplies the people with food, clothing (especially for 
children) and other daily necessities, dwelling and various 
kinds of amenity service at low prices or fees which go 
down continuously year after year. Traffic fees are low. 
Heating, water and electricity are also provided at state 
expense for a large portion. 

If we take into account these social benefits and 
nominal salary, we can see that nominal salary may appear 
to be modest compared with that in other countries, but the 
real income per capita of the population is considerably 
high. 

In fact, all the Koreans enjoy a substantially guaranteed 
social income that, in addition to paid money, consists of 
not a little amount of benefits in kind the like of which 
cannot be seen in other countries. 
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Shops are alive with customers and always have a rich 
stock of goods. 

Each apartment house and village have shops. Luxuries 
and semi-luxuries are sold in department stores. 

In this country everything is done to steadily improve 
the welfare of the entire people. Man ts the central factor of 
everything. 

Factories are dispersedly distributed to avoid 
pollutions. 

We should acknowledge the fact that the reconstruc- 
tion started from 1954 was indeed a colossal and miracul- 
ous undertaking. 

Korea was once razed to ground literally. 

It is not a surprise that foreign visitors cannot come 
across remains of the past (of course, | don't mean those 
restored by the Koreans with tender care). The “‘land of 
morning calm” which was once subjected to all tribu- 
lations has risen with a new look. 

One may feel that the Koreans have an “insignificant 
number” of cars. It is true that the avenues of the capital 
and other motorways are very deserted in the foreigners’ 
eyes because there are no traffic nuisances, confusions and 
pollutions. Instead, Pyongyang has the matchless metro 
and a large army of trolley buses. Large and small villages 
and settlements are linked with a ramified network of bus 
and railway service. 

The state secures the service of car according to the 
needs of people. Priority is given to public traffic. This is 
clearly a deliberate choice. The Koreans travel by foot If it Is 
a short distance. Therefore, they are very healthy. Few 
Koreans suffer from obesity, cholesterin and _ traffic 
accidents. 

Social measures taken in this country are evidently 
hastening the future in all respects. They are very instruct- 
ive to foreign observers. 
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Chapter 7 


“ON-THE-SPOT GUIDANCE’— 
ITINERANT GOVERNMENT 


There are few war leaders who make themselves 
strategists of peace and state building, the most difficult 
art, after taking an active part in the liberation of their 
country. More often than not, they, once liberators, 
become invaders and colonialists. 

President Kim Il Sung is an exception to this general 
rule. He who had been guerrilla commander and ingenious 
inspirer in two national-liberation wars—one lasted 15 
years and the other 3 years—mobilized his people for 
reconstruction and nation-building. 

As already seen above, his popularity in peace time is 
due mostly to his ‘‘on-the-spot guidance” strategy. He 
always shows interest in a success made at one place, visits 
construction sites, attends the inaugural ceremonies of 
factories, hospitals and nursery schools, and draws up a 
plan for building a base of higher learning. In this course, 
concretely acquainting himself with the progress of work, 
he gives directions to improve production here and prom- 
ote the well-being of the working people there. His work of 
this sort is not confined in a definite week. As it were, he is 
‘“‘"a man on the scene”. 

We confirmed this through our inspections of different 
places of this beautiful country which were arranged for us 
by Korean friends. At a place we were told that the 
President had called at it 60 times and at another place 
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people said that he had given them instructions 120 times. 
In the places he had visited has been set up a small board 
bearing white letters on the red ground to mark the event. 

We were particularly impressed, everywhere, by the 
President's concern about satisfying the needs of the 
people, answering their expectations and doing away with 
even the slight inconvenience still remaining in their life. 

Having great influence, he always pays deep attention 
to every aspect of the people's daily life. Herein lies, 
without doubt, the secret of his success with and his 
“charisma” over, the masses who deify him and unanim- 
ously respond to his instructions as to improving produc- 
tion, labour administration and wealth distribution. 

| should like to give a brief account of a bit of the 
chequered history of Korean nation to show what 
great sufferings this people went through in not remote 
past due to foreign occupation and the abominable war 
ravages. 

While still pupil President Kim I| Sung was greatly 
struck by the extreme misery of those who surrounded him 
or whom he met and physical and mental tortures they 
suffered. He made up his mind to establish a humane fair 
order when time came. Those who came to supreme power 
except him, are liable to indulge in amenities of power and 
glory and take an interest in other things than building of 
plants or a health centre. 

The President puts supply service above anything else. 
The point is not to make the Korean people suffer again 
the brutal suppression and slavery they underwent in the 
past. In Korea equality is in force so that there are neither 
the rich nor the poor, the wealth created by the labour 
of all the people is distributed as fairly as possible, social 
well-being promoted to the maximum, and the “‘intellectu- 
alization’ of the whole society pushed forward without 
letup. 
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Nothing is too luxurious or high-priced, so that the 
improvement of the people’s living standards Is not inter- 
fered with. In towns there are palaces placed at the disposal 
of all, their masters. We visited, no doubt, unique struc- 
tures: schools, up-to-date hospitals, children’s palaces in 
Pyongyang and provincial capitals, the Pyongyang 
Maternity Hospital, a health centre, the like of which can 
hardly be seen elsewhere in the world. We witnessed the 
true enthusiasm of the people to build and finish in one or 
two short years, as if this was the time limit allowed to them 
in reality, architectures of a dimension worthy of a unified 
50 million nation. These people who are proud and 
dignified, strict with themselves, cheerful, orderly, 
artistically- minded, disciplined, imaginative, very kind and 
deeply interested in defending their independence, so- 
vereignty and security, have done a colossal work for 30 
years from scratch. 

In April 1982 President Kim I| Sung inspected first the 
urban structures which made Pyongyang one of the best 
and most harmonious capitals good to live in in the world. 
Below | will introduce some of them. 


THE TOWER OF JUCHE IDEA 
SYMBOLIZING DIGNITY AND 
GREATNESS OF MAN 


Man and his dignity, Chajusong and creative ability— 
these are most precious and important in the world. Man is 
the master of everything and decides everything. Man ts at 
the core of the Juche idea. The Juche idea represents a 
torch shedding rays forever over the world, a lighthouse 
illuminating a new road ahead of mankind and a beacon 


45 


fire lighting up the road to liberation and independence for 
the Korean people and leading them to happiness, peace 
and prosperity at the speed of Chollima, a legendary 
winged steed galloping against time. 

Such is the substance of the message engraved on the 
Tower of Juche Idea, a magnificent white natural granite 
tower of a height of 170 metres crowned with a 20-metre- 
high torch which is set up on the bank of the Taedong 
River, facing the Grand People’s Study House. 

The Tower of Juche Idea was unveiled on April 15, 
1982. The tower is covered with 17 stone blocks on both 
flank sides and 18 each on front and backside. Putting 
them together, we will have the figure of 70 symbolizing 
the age of President Kim || Sung or 25,550 in the terms of 
days. The flanks of the pedestal of the tower are embossed 
with baskets filled with 70 Kimilsung flowers and mag- 
nolias, atoken of wishing President Kim I] Sung along life 
in good health. Access to the lift and to the interior is given 
by two natural granite doors, each weighing 3 tons. And 
the wall between the two doors is faced with marble and 
jem stone plaques bearing the names and positions of 
prominent personages and 232 groups for the study of the 
Juche idea from 73 countries that are interested in the 
cause of President Kim II Sung and the Juche idea. 

In front of the promenade stretching along the riverside 
are seen two fountains spurting water 150 metres high in 
the middle of the Taedong River. The tower is flanked with 
six sculptural groups representing the unity of the workers, 
farmers and intellectuals, and the figures of workers, 
educators, artists, armymen and the public health singing 
of the prime of youth at 60 and the first step to the old age at 
90. At dusk the torch of Juche flares up over quiet 
Pyongyang, sending out life-giving rays keeping watch 
over the city. 
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MONUMENTAL ARCH OF TRIUMPH 


Near the Kim Il Sung Stadium at the foot of Moran Hill 
there is a historic place dear to the entire Korean people. 

President Kim I| Sung delivered a historic speech here 
on October 14, 1945 immediately after liberation. 

A decision was made to erect the Arch of Triumph in 
memory of this event and its construction was completed 
some time ago. The Arch of Triumph bears the dates 1925- 
1945 in golden letters. 

The Arch of Triumph is 60 metres high and 52.5 metres 
wide and has a span of 18 metres. A lift gives access to the 
top of the arch. Its three-storeyed roof is built in a 
traditional style remindful of beams put one upon another. 

On the upper parts of the front and back of the arch are 
carved in relievo songs of glory devoted to President 
Kim Il Sung. Bronze sculptural groups of armymen, peas- 
ants, workers and intellectuals symbolize the liberation and 
reconstruction of the country. 


GRAND PEOPLE’S STUDY HOUSE— 
PALACE OF KNOWLEDGE 


The word “‘palace” is most suitable for this monument 
dedicated to knowledge. The Grand People’s Study House 
is amagnificent structure with a strongly curved hip-saddle 
roof laid with blue tiles. 

The entrance hall is splendid with marble walls and 
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columns, an escalator at both extremities, mosaicked floor 
with, at its centre, a rosette encrusted with jade, pearl and 
diverse precious stones, and a big and beautiful white 
sedentary statue of President Kim I| Sung at the back. 

Upper two storeys open over the 12 metres high 
spacious hall, girded by balustrade, and from the ceiling are 
hanging three square chandeliers, each 6.3 metres in 
diametre. 

Cases of bibliographic cards and catalogs are so well 
arranged on the sides in harmony with the graceful 
environment that they readily catch visitors’ eyes. 

We selected the title of an English book and handed it at 
the ‘wicket’. An ingenious system of electronic call 
devices began search of it and brought the book on a 
conveyer in less than five minutes. 

The director of the Grand People’s Study House told us 
that President Kim Il Sung had wanted the study house to 
be constructed in a traditional style and fitted with up-to- 
date facilities drawing on the latest achievements of 
technology. 

In 1973 the President personally came out to the scene 
to elaborate a plan for the construction of the study house 
and examined four maquettes. He visited the construction 
site 4 times and gave instructions on more than 60 
occasions. The project was started two years ago and 
completed last year. To be exact, it was finished tn one year 
and nine months. This is a wonder, considering that the 
study house is a ten-storey building with a total floor space 
of some 100,000 square metres, 63 metres in height, 159 
metres in facade, 190 metres in flank length. 

The study house has over 600 rooms and can accom- 
modate 6,000 people at atime. Forty air-conditioners are in 
operation at all times. 

Green and pink carpets are laid here and there and 
pieces of very handy home-made furniture are provided. 
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We were told that President Kim I] Sung had shown 
meticulous concern so that the reading rooms might be 
fitted with tables adjustable to suit the taste and stature of 
each reader. The Grand People’s Study House has a 
mission to serve as a comprehensive base of study. It is a 
genuine people's university. 

The study house has reading, lecture and conference 
rooms, cinemas, linguistic practice rooms and so on. 

We inspected two reading rooms. One had 100 seats 
and the other 230 tables. We also looked round a refectory 
with 280 seats. 

We dropped in at one of the 17 transcribed lecture 
rooms and tried a sophisticated audio-visual apparatus 
used for the study of foreign languages as well as Korean. 
We were also shown an installation for the use of recorders. 
There were 90 recorders for readers. 

On the second floor is a small-scale information model 
showing the visitors various services available in the 
library. 

On the first stand are displayed the works of President 
Kim Il Sung. In the front is placed a picture of him and 
Kim Jong II. Next on display are the History of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, the Complete History of Korea, 
works intended for the youth, literary works and play 
scripts and translated versions of foreign novels (Tolstol's 
works and Robinson Crusoe). Besides there are displayed 
technical books which include books on culinary art (800 
kinds of dishes), agriculture, medicine, farming technique, 
botany, education and on the reunification of Korea and 
resistance in south Korea, books published by Korean resi- 
dents in Japan, collections of postage stamps, and works 
on Korea written by foreigners including 7he DPR of Korea 
Seen by Norodom Sihanouk which had been brought out 
in different languages in 1980, magazines and newspapers. 

We went up by lift to the terrace and enjoyed a 
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panoramic view of the capital. Hundreds of metres off there 
was the new building of Department Store No. 1 with a 
floor space of some 40,000 square metres which is 25 
times larger than the former, the only building which 
survived the Korean war (1950-1953). The old building 
was pulled down and the new one was built in its place. 

Department Store No. 1 which had been erected on the 
occasion of the 7Oth birthday of President Kim II Sung 
was boasting of its splendid appearance in the rays of the 
April sun. 


PYONGYANG STUDENTS AND 
CHILDREN’S PALACE, UNIQUE 
BUILDING IN THE WORLD 


Child kings have their own palace. We inspected this 
palace. It is no exaggeration to say that the Pyongyang 
Students and Children’s Palace is one of the most beautiful 
and grandiose edifices we have ever seen. 

The 13-storeyed palace has a floor space of 50,000 
square metres, over 500 rooms, each capable of accom- 
modating 30, and a capacity of receiving over 10,000 a 
day. 

Since the palace was opened as an education complex 
in 1963 President Kim II Sung visited it 56 times and from 
then on, sent to it more than 10,000 items of gifts. This 
shows clearly without comment the importance Korea 
attaches to the education of children. 

This can be seen well also by the fact that such an 
education complex is not only one, but every province has 
a similar palace though a little smaller than it. 

Children aged 6-16 who attend school from 9 
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a.m. to 1 p.m. in the morning —this is called the half-time 
school system in other countries— come here in the 
afternoon and choose one or two sections of their choice. 
Some of them find there a veritable calling for future career. 

Thousands of children clad in clothes of yellowish 
green, red, white, and blue colours and school girls 
wearing big flowery ribbons on their heads always beam 
on guests, but look very serious in their study. 

All human activities are represented here: agronomy, 
botany, plastic arts, gymnastics, table tennis, designing, 
painting, embroidery, dress-making, cooking, dance, 
drama, driving, electricity, medicine, physics, radio- 
engineering, tinkering, model-plane making, choreog- 
raphy, boxing, volleyball, shooting, etc. 

On the terrace on the 13th floor there is an astronomic 
telescope for observation of the heavenly bodies. From 
there one can take a bird's-eye view of Pyongyang. Some 
metres below there Is a canopied planetarium. When light 
gradually goes out, celestial bodies appear into the firma- 
ment according to different regions of the globe. Models 
arranged around present a panoramic view of the capital to 
the spectators. 

Classical and national music and dance are the main 
items of the inspection programme. We were fascinated by 
charming young players of haegum and kayagum, Korean 
string instruments, and accordions. 

Calisthenics rooms, a nature museum, a library, and 
sports, study, conference and other rooms offer the child- 
ren the opportunity of enlarging their general knowledge 
till choosing their speciality after 5 or 6 years. 

In conclusion, many foreign guests are privileged to see 
the art performance given exclusively by Korean children. A 
theatre with 1,100 seats is placed at their disposal. The 
scenes tell about the revolutionary struggle or the anti- 
Japanese struggle and various aspects of their everyday 
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life. Chorus, instrumental and orchestral performances are 
in good harmony with the colorful stage setting of operetta 
shifting from one scene to another. 

Diverse activities at this comprehensive extracurricular 
education centre enable children to acquire all-round 
education according to their tastes and desires to be 
knowledgeable, morally impeccable and physically strong. 


CHANGGWANG HEALTH COMPLEX— 
CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND 
PHYSICAL CULTURE 


Imagine a rotunda with a roof of tens of square metres, 
with a basin in the centre, whose fountains jet water, 
forming fine columns with over 40,000 jade-like sprays. In 
this environment we were wrapped in the atmosphere of 
this fine hydrotherapeutic establishment. 

In the four-storey health complex with a floor space of 
38,000 square metres there are deluxe barbershops, beauty 
parlors, individual bathrooms (120 in all), family bath- 
rooms and public bathrooms and massage rooms. There 
are various massage devices such as electric, manual, roller 
and strap devices. Steam bath and massage are effective for 
the treatment of diverse diseases: arthritis, lumbago, 
neuralgia, hypertension, maladies of digestive organs, 
cystitis, nephritis and allergy. 

The diving boards fitted with elevators, a swimming 
pool for competitions with over 2,000 seats and the indoor 
and outdoor bathing pools adorned with delicate mosaics 
(The largest of them represents sea-bathers diving into the 
sea)—all these make this establishment complete. 

The gymnastics rooms adjacent to the swimming pool 
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are furnished with fine appliances for warm-up exercises 
and medical gymnastics. 

The Changgwang Health Complex situated near the Ice 
Rink and Changgwang Street newly built in the heart of 
Pyongyang is at the disposal of all at all times. It accom- 
modates as many as 10,000 a day and even offers medical 
Services. 

On the first floor there is a 100-seated restaurant for 
customers of swimming and bathing pools and on every 
floor a buffet serving guests with soft drinks and 
sweetmeats. 

The construction of this excellent health complex on 
the bank of the Potong River was started in May 1979 and 
completed in record time in March 1980. 

The Changgwang Health Complex testifies to the 
solicitude of President Kim Il Sung and the Government 
of the DPRK that give sure priority to the health and well- 
being of the working people. 


ICE RINK FOR ARTISTES AND SPORTSMEN 


Imagine a huge cone 25,000 square metres wide and 
63.5 metres high. This is the Pyongyang Ice Rink, an 
original structure carried delicately by concrete supports, 
which President Kim Il Sung visited on December 6, 
1981. It was built in a short period of one year and a half. 
The President visited the construction site many times and 
gave instructions scores of times. 

The interior is remindful of a flying saucer which could 
be imagined in an audacious science fiction. Fixed in the 
centre of the huge round ceiling of the 40-metre-high 
rotunda with scuttles around is a grand sun-shaped illumi- 
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nation equipment which shines white and orange at 
extremities and pink at the centre. Twelve chandeliers with 
19 contact-studs which hang from the circular ceiling shed 
brilliant rays over the clean and milky oval ice rink which is 
surrounded by 6,000 red, blue and green seats in tiers. 
Space between the seats for the spectators is laid with 
carpets of olive colour. 


The ice rink is 61 metres long and 30 metres wide, the 
ice is 13 centimetres thick and its temperature stands at 3-5 
degrees below zero. The temperature of the auditorium Is 
kept at 18-20 degrees at all times. 

Children are kings of dance. They showed us their 
performance of figure skating: male single, female single, 
couple and group. Their movements were faultless, precise 
without a false note. In future they will participate in both 
national and international games. 

Arranged along the circular corridor coated with marble 
are a luxurious dressing room, a toilet, a lounge for players, 
a sauna, a shower room, a drying room, a refectory, a skate 
repair room and a shop. 

Hockey games are regularly held in the Ice Rink which 
opens every day, and in case of need it is transformed into 
the ground for table tennis, basketball, volleyball, tennis 
and others. 


PYONGYANG MATERNITY HOSPITAL 
AND BABY KINGS 


In new Munsu Street there rises a 13-storey grand, fine 
modern edifice. It is a monumental hall where multi- 
coloured mosaics of the floor shine like crystal in the light 
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of a big chandelier. What kingdom is this? It is akingdom of 
baby kings. 

A white gown and slippers are obligatory here. Visitors 
must wear them like the staff. It has the staff of 1,400, 
among whom 400 are doctors. The hospital with 1,500 
beds is operating in three shifts round the clock. In the car 
park of the hospital 30 modern ambulance cars are always 
ready for prompt service. 

The lift opens to the long, light-grey marble corridors. 
Everything Its kept neat and tidy and the functionaries never 
ignore aesthetics. 

This magnificent edifice which was built in only 9 
months is not a simple maternity hospital, but a veritable 
medico-surgical complex which has various sections of 
diagnosis and treatment: obstetrics, ophthalmology, 
stomatology, physiotherapy, radiology, otorhinolaryn- 
gology, and examination of cardiac and cerebral function. 

Analysis and research laboratories and surgical labora- 
tories are fitted with up-to-date equipment. 

The guide told us that President Kim II Sung paid deep 
attention to furnishing the hospital with the most efficient 
equipment in the world. The Pyongyang Maternity 
Hospital is a really enviable one not seen in any developed 
countries. 

The reception room has 10 TV booths where visitors 
can freely converse with women in childbed. 

Treatment is given free of charge. All charges for 
treatment, medicines and other services in the hospital are 
borne by the state. 

Here everyone can see that children are real kings. 
Everything is planned and put into effect so that they may 
grow and bloom in the best environment. The Pyongyang 
Maternity Hospital will meet all the needs of the capital and 
countryside for long years. 
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PLEASURE PARK FOR CHILDREN 
AND ADULTS 


Koguryo, an ancient kingdom of Korea, moved her 
capital to the foot of Mt. Taesong. Thus, there rose a palace 
surrounded by a fortress and Pyongyang came into being. 

The Anhak Palace was built 1,500 years ago. There can 
be seen the site of a fort, the length of each side being 600 
metres. 

On Mt. Taesong there are remains of military defences, 
the gorgeously ornamented Nam Gate and other gates, 
pavilions, artificial lakes and tombs. 

After the war this p!ace was turned into a pleasure 
ground. Here is the Revolutionary Martyrs’ Cemetery. 
There is also a zoo. President Kim I! Sung first sent to the 
zoo all the rare animals presented to him as gifts by foreign 
Heads of State. 

On the opposite side of the zoo there is a botanical 
garden which has all species of plants ranging in this 
country, Including ornamental and rare plants. Lakes 
Michon and Tongchon and a number of other lakes have 
been arranged for boating. Soft drink counters and restaur- 
ants add much to the appearance of this historic pleasure 
resort. 

It was on April 5, 1958 that Mt. Taesong began to be 
built into a modern pleasure complex, into a recreation 
ground for the people. 

It has recently been expanded and built up beautifully. 
So, visitors now can make the round of the pleasure ground 
by monorail train. Among rich foliage of trees are seen 
modern fun fair facilities which most please children and 
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adults: large-sized sightseeing car, mad mouse, flume ride, 
Dodg ‘ems, astro-fighters, merry-go-round, spaceship, jet 
coaster, tilter whirl, etc. 


This pleasure park covering an area of several square 
kilometres serves as a good recreation ground for the 
citizens of the capital and travellers from the provinces. 


DEPARTMENT STORE NO.1—FINE 
DISPLAY OF HOME-MADE GOODS 


On April 6, 1982 President Kim II Sung inspected 
Department Store No.1 newly built in the place of the 
former commercial centre which survived the enemy's 
reckless bombing during the war (1950-1953). This de- 
partment store has a total floor space of nearly 40,000 
square metres. Its building is 54 metres high and the height 
of the proper store is 32.6 métres. The new department 
store is 25 times larger than the old one. The store opens 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


The first floor is taken up by cosmetics, glassware, 
crockery, sewing machine, bicycle, washing machine, 
refrigerator, flowering plant, wine and soft drink, vase, and 
domestic article counters. All the commodities are of 
Korean make and their items number more than 20,000. 


The upper floors offer special articles: you can buy 
goods for children and commodities for men and women, 
in addition to luxuries and valuables. All the floors are 
accessible by escalator. A restaurant is under construction 
in the tower on the top of the building, where one can 
command a whole view of the district including the Grand 
People’s Study House. 
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We were arrested long before the counters. We saw 
various kinds of vinalon and crepe cloth, gorgeous silk 
fabrics such as yangdan and kongdan, raw silk such as 
unchosa, kapsa, hyangra, mobondan, popdan, tasaekdan 
and saekdongdan, famous Korean ready-made skirts made 
of silk-velvet mixture, diverse sorts of embroidery and 
knitwear manufactured at factories in Songyo District, 
Pyongyang and in Hamhung, men’s white shirts with a 
Kalmaegi’’ label, good-quality and beautiful bedclothes 
and various kinds of leather goods. 

We could also see radio and TV sets ‘made in Korea”, 
clock, wrist watch, table clock, electric fan, cutlery like 
kitchen knife, fork, spoon and knife, articles of domestic 
use, and footwear including good-quality boots well 
known for their durability. 

Plastics is widely used to make small bottles, net bags, 
imitation flowers, rustic baskets, vessels and ornaments. 

Besides, there are plastic bags and trunks, parasols, 
umbrellas, fountain pens, ball pens and many educational 
toys made of wood, metal, rubber, porcelain and plastics. 

As mentioned already, on display were a large number 
of musical instruments such as kKayagum, piano, accordion, 
guitar and xylophone. The top floor is taken up by 
the counters of books, stuffed animals and cigarettes 
labelled ‘‘Moran”, ‘““Kumgang”, ‘“Sasum”, “‘Kalmaegt’, 
‘‘Insamdambae”, etc. Tobacco is widely cultivated in the 
Songchon region. It is mild and its mixture with /nsam 
considerably reduces the noxiousness of nicotine. 

Four counters particularly attracted our attention. 
These are porcelain and glassware, valuables, beverage 
and cosmetics counters. 

Pottery has been known from very long ago and has a 
history of thousands of years. Korean handicraftsmen have 
a nearly perfect excellent technique in this domain. We 
admired porcelains of different sizes (One of them is over 
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One metre high) tagged in won and foreign currency 
(pound sterling), and some samples of tea sets, coffee sets, 
dolls and vases. In addition to these, there are lacquered 
industrial art objects inlaid with mother-of-pearl, orna- 
mental ware made of ox horn and bone, wooden sculpture, 
and mosaic objects—treasure, cigarette, pencil, sweets, 
and toilet boxes, fans and stuffed specimens of animals. 

To a great joy of goldsmiths and buyers of gold and 
silver objects there are gorgeously exhibited precious 
stones produced in Korea such as ruby, sapphire, opal, 
obsidian, agate, amethyst, green feldspa, malachite, 
rhodolite and morion. The fine cut and polishing of those 
jewels add to their exquisite beauty. 

Mention should also be made of ample varieties of 
insam products. This miraculous plant began to be known 
widely as “‘ginseng” in the Occident. /nsam products can 
be found everywhere at medicine, cosmetics and beverage 
counters. 

/nsam is cultivated in the region of Kaesong, capital of 
Koryo dynasty. This elixir of life is widely known as a 
restorative and a tonic. It promotes intellectual activity and 
sexual function and ts effective for the prevention and 
treatment of diseases such as diabetes, dyspepsia, heart 
weakness, dysentery and asthma. /nsam medicament is 
supplied in the form of powder, sachet, capsule and pill. 
/nsam tea and coffee are used as medicinal beverage. 
/nsam is also used for wine and its root is visible in the 
bottle. Popular is Pu//osul, liquor made from snake (viper in 
the main). We have not yet tasted Pu//osu/, but those who 
drank it boldly are very healthy. 

Lastly, /nsam is used in manufacturing cosmetics such 
as cologne water, perfume and toilet soup. It is good for the 
treatment of skin disease and prevents or removes wrinkles. 
/nsam also is used for making sweets, cakes and bread tn 
Korea. 
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We believe that the readers would forgive us for making 
some digression from our subject. We only directed our 
attention to quoting some of the spontaneous replies of 
Korean friends to our numerous questions. 

From this viewpoint our visit to Pyongyang Department 
Store No. 1 was much instructive to us. 


CHONGRYU RESTAURANT— 
GASTRONOMIC COMPLEX 


The Chongryu Restaurant which had been visited by 
President Kim Il Sung on December 6, 1981 reminded us 
of anew big ship mooring at the shore of the Potong River. 
Its building consisting of a four-storey hexagonal tower 
and one wing of different height has a total floor space of 
over 12,000 square metres. We were surprised at the 
gorgeousness and sober modernism of its equipment and 
facilities and its diverse services for customers of different 
tastes. 

The veritable gastronomical complex accommodates 
1,600 with 38 speciality rooms which open on the central 
hall on different levels. This hall is illuminated by the light 
from the ceiling and flanked on both sides by fountains 
sending up a jet of water with a refreshing murmur against 
the background of a wavy curtain. Round tables are at the 
disposal of the customers who can there enjoy aperitif or 
fruit juice in company of their friends or waiting for the 
invited to come. The hall is accessible by adjacent cor- 
ridors. On the upper floor you can take a seat on the 
balcony covered with designs of hanging-down plants, 
and look over the place below as if from a box of theatre. 

The choice of rooms is at the discretion of visitors 
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The great leader President Kim tl Sung and the dear 

leader Comrade Kim Jong I! look round the Arch of 

Triumph, a revolutionary monument built at the foot 
of Moran Hill 
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A view of Kim tl Sung University 


The Grand People’s Study House 
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The Mansudae Art Theatre 


A still from the feature film “Talmae and Pomdari 
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The Changgwang Health Complex 


A view of modern Pyongyang 
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The Pyongyang Maternity Hospital 


The Chongryu Restaurant built on the bank of the Potong River 


Sambul Rock on Mt. Kumgang 


according to the speciality dishes they choose. We looked 
round 11 rooms furnished with various pieces of furniture 
lacquered and inlaid with mother-of-pearl. Guests were 
taking meals, sitting around large Korean-style low tables. 
Varieties of dishes were served. Kimchi is a pungent dish 
which is made of cabbage and kept carefully in a pot or¢ tar 
for some weeks or months. More than 50 kinds of dishes 
are served: various sorts of delicious soup, sesame and rice 
cakes, fish, crustacean, vegetable, beef, chicken, game; 
juicy fruits such as apple, pear, cherry, grape which 
produce a bumper crop every year; tropical fruits such as 
banana and orange; and succulent, solid and seedless 
watermelon, and so on. 

Originality of the Chongryu Restaurant is that it serves 
16 kinds of speciality dishes. For example, there are rooms 
for sea-food, fish, bread and rice cracker fried in oil and 
soup or Asiatic potage. Foreign dishes, European dishes in 
particular, are also served on order. In one corner there is a 
table with a gas stove and in the other a heated iron plate, 
which serve to keep the dishes at a definite temperature. 

Among the dining rooms there are also bars. A crescent- 
shaped bar is remindful of a boat floating on a river. 

On display behind the counter were samples of home- 
made drinks: /nsam liquors, fruit juices which we highly 
praised during our sojourn—grape, apple, pear, strawberry, 
plum and peach juices— and bilbery sirup, Sindok mineral 
water, cider, beer, red or white wine, whisky, strong 
and fruity Korean champagne, rosy or mauve Paekdusan 
liquor made from blueberry which grows on historic Mt. 
Paekdu. 

Besides, there were sweets, cakes, tinned fruits and 
chocolate. 

On the shelves conspicuously figured best French 
champagne and cognac labelled *’Marcier”’, ““Courvoisier’, 
“Remy Martin’, “Napoleon” and ‘’Fine Champagne”, and 
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whisky, armagnac and other drinks of foreign make. There 
was also seen ‘Nestcafe”’. 

The Chongryu Restaurant is also accessible by the 
riverside bank arranged like a terrace planted with orna- 
mental plants. The riverside is particularly agreeable during 
summer evening and night. 

We were told that Kim Jong II had directed the choice 
of materials and decoration for this establishment of 
international standard. 

At the Chongryu Restaurant, too, we could see the 
same coloration with that of the nearby Ice Rink and the 
Changgwang Health Complex, architectural masterpieces. 
Marble, mosaic and porcelain tiles are in harmony with 
woodwork. The cooking and architecture of the Chongryu 
Restaurant are really splendid. 


PYONGYANG METRO—A SYMBOL 


The Pyongyang Metro took much efforts for its con- 
struction as it is deep underground. 

Each station Is a veritable small palace for the people; it 
reflects an idea and is asymbol. Among the stations there Is 
the Konsol Station meaning national building which is 
decorated with pictures portraying the figures of builders 
of the capital at work and of farmers going out to the fields. 
The Hwanggumbol Station has large frescos depicting a 
bumper harvest. 

Imposing frescos are also found itn the Samhung 
Station (meaning three factors of prosperity) which depict 
the new generation acquiring perfect knowledge, fine 
morality and sound physique. 
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Sculptures in the Pulgunbyol Station portray the 
wisdom and strength of the heroic working class and 
People’s Army men. 

Fine vivid mosaics agreeable to the eye illustrate the 
themes on modern history and the reconstruction of the 
country: ‘The people warmly welcome the triumphal 
return of General Kim Il Sung” and “The people turn out 
in the building of a new country” in the Kaeson Station; 
“The march of Chollima” in the Hyoksin Station; “The 
master of the country” and ‘The builders of socialism” in 
the Ragwon Station (Here are also bas-reliefs of animals); 
“The land of Juche”, “The Potong River, a river of 
paradise’ in the Konguk Station. 

Ilumination is effected in harmony with the above 
themes. Illumination in the Sungri, Tongil and Konsol 
Stations reminds the beholders of display of fireworks, 
rainbow, flowers in full bloom, and lighted windows. The 
Hwanggumbol Station is lighted by a pear-shaped chan- 
delier, 6 metres in diametre and a grape-shaped chandelier. 
In the Kwangbok Station the illumination adds to the effect 
of the mural paintings and bas-reliefs describing the 
revolutionary exploits of President Kim II Sung. 

We were told that the President had personally directed 
the colossal project beset with difficulties from the begin- 
ning because of the incessant inundation of the tunnels by 
the Potong River which had to be checked by building 
canals and dams with great efforts. 

The foreign guests who visited this Metro did not 
dissemble their satisfaction as well as surprise. 

It was literally a surprise to them to find such a really 
popular art work and to see for the first time a series of 
advanced techniques, especially such fast and long esca- 
lators which make access to and exit from the stations easy. 

Constantly supplied clear and fresh air, comfortable 
electric car, fast movement over a long distance and the 
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neatness of corridors, platforms and the interior of trains— 
all this affords satisfaction. 

The construction of this subway is continued, which 
will not only offer great convenience to passengers at 
present and in the future but also help enhance the fame of 
the capital of Korea. 
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Chapter 8 


GOING AMONG THE PEOPLE TO 
SERVE THEM 


The January 1982 issue of the French and other 
versions of the monthly Korea Today carries the following 
story. 

One May day, 1972, President Kim I! Sung visited the 
Hwanghae Iron Works. Upon arrival he first went to the 
blast furnace shop and then met the workers at the open 
hearth. Within the furnace molten iron was swirling, the 
temperature standing at 1,500 degrees. Around the furnace 
it was desperately hot. 

The great leader shook the hands of smelters one by one 
and walked over towards the furnace. 

Embarrassed, the smelters tried to guide him to the 
place where an electric fan was. 

But heedless about himself he approached the furnace. 
Countless sparks flied up to where he stood. 

The workers were at a loss. But he did not move back 
from the furnace. Beads of sweat stood on his face and 
dripped down. But he stayed there without wiping it away. 

At last an official earnestly asked him to move to a cool 
place. But he stood there with a smile on his face. 

With an anxious state of mind all were waiting for him 
to leave the furnace. 

After a long while the leader left the furnace slowly. He 
asked the workers: 

“Is the work here hard?” 
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“No, it isn't,” a smelter replied. 

The President slightly shook his head. Holding a 
smelter standing nearby by the hand, he said: 

“Well, we must introduce automation soon.” After 
listening to how the smelters worked he went on to Say: 

“We need remote control.” 

This was how the ‘‘wind of automation” rose across the 
country. 

Similar stories are found in many literary works and 
newspapers. 

The popularity of President Kim II Sung established in 
the trial of resistance is aS great as ever. 

He believes that to go among the people and look after 
every aspect of their daily life does not degrade his dignity 
but provides an opportunity for him to prevent himself from 
being divorced from the masses and know their demand. 

He teaches this method to the ministers and public 
officials and makes sure that they go into the midst of the 
people and volunteer work for the project of national 
importance more than once a week. 

As a result, the DPRK which had been subjected to 
nearly 40 year-long slavery by the foreign occupants and 
liberated in 1945, then divided and plunged into a war 
between 1950 and 1953, wrought miracles in less than 30 
years. 


PYONGYANG—CAPITAL OF ALL 
THE KOREAN PEOPLE 


It suffices to visit Pyongyang to be convinced that it is 
one of the most up-to-date capitals which have the pure air 
in the world. 
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All had to be newly built according to a general plan to 
make the capital modern. The Korean people began by 
taming the Potong River whose floods constantly caused 
terrible disaster to them. 

Old people said that the flood in 1942 carried away 
more than 1,000 houses and caused 50,000 victims. 

On May 21, 1946 President Kim II Sung himself took 
the first shovel to break ground and five kilometres long 
banks were built by using 420,000 cubic metres of earth. 

In commemoration of this exploit the Korean people set 
up a Monument to the Potong River |lmprovement Work on 
Ponghwa Hill. Since then the river is called “‘river of 
happiness” or “‘river of paradise”. 

Today Pyongyang is a new city. Rows of modern 
buildings stand along the streets with 4-6 lanes, flanked by 
broad sidewalks. Wide belts of greenery have been ar- 
ranged along the Taedong and Potong Rivers. 

In recent years a few streets remindful of a city were 
built. Such are Changgwang, Chollima, Ragwon and Pipa 
Streets lined with 8-30 storeyed buildings. We visited a 
household at the ninth floor of the highest apartment 
house in Changgwang Street. Corridors, two lifts and 
entrance are all smart and clean. Every household has four 
rooms with furniture and wall closets. The kitchen is fitted 
with refrigerator, gas stove, drier and washing machine for 
convenience. Pot flowers and dwarf trees are seen on 
verandas. Under-floor heating system was introduced. 

The hostess of the house received us in a “Korean 
fashion”. 

We sat down on the mat spread on the floor. She was so 
kind to offer us bread, fruit, sugar, chocolate, cake and 
drink of home make. 

She was happy to speak of her husband, a shop 
manager of the Pyongyang Thermal Power Plant. 
According to her, he works 8 hours a day and has lunch and 
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takes a nap between 1 and 3 p.m. She said she had every 
facility for her life, a creche and a primary school in her 
district and shops and public service establishments at the 
ground floor of her apartment house. 

The room was warm, agreeable and clean. 

It was about 6 p.m. The rays of the setting sun 
penetrating through the windows made the room crimson. 
Reluctantly we put on our slippers and left the room. The 
Korean custom does not permit one to enter a room with 
shoes on. 

At the entrance we met an armyman who was hurrying 
to his home. He looked like a “self-defence corps’ man. A 
group of children kindly made way for us. 

Pyongyang becomes animated in April when light pink 
azaleas, cleared of their plastic cover, are in full bloom. 

Between the high TV tower and the yellow-brown 
silhouette of the statue of Chollima, a winged horse, was 
seen the beacon symbolic of the immortal Juche idea 
aglow with the golden sun rays, while the white frame of 
the Arch of Triumph stood out against the dim evening sky. 

Pyongyang at night glowed with the varicolored gleam 
of fountains and the illuminations at the high-rise buildings 
and monuments. 

There are many places of pilgrimage for those who are 
interested in the Korean art and culture. Such are the 
Korean Revolution Museum, the Korean Central History 
Museum, the Korean Art Gallery, the Party Founding 
Museum, the Victorious Fatherland Liberation War 
Museum. 

Great significance is attached to culture. Above all 
mention should be made of Kim II Sung University, a 
large-scale cadre training centre, built on Ryongnam 
Hill. 

When the university was founded, it had 24 chairs and 7 
faculties including those of letters, engineering, agronomy, 
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medicine, and law. In 1948 faculties of agronomy, me- 
dicine and engineering were separated from the university 
to form agricultural, medical and technological universities 
respectively. 

Today the DPRK has over 170 universities. 

Kim Il Sung University occupies an area of over 1.5 
million square metres and has a floor space of over 300,000 
square metres. 

The university has 13 faculties, over 80 chairs, 50 
research rooms and 8 institutes. It has 12,000 students in 
600 classes and the teaching staff of over 3,500. 

It must be borne in mind that “‘intellectualization of the 
whole society’ constitutes one aspect of the content of the 
“three revolutions”. 

As President Kim Il Sung said, the ultimate goal of the 
intellectualization of the whole society is ‘‘to raise the 
cultural and intellectual level of all members of 
society to that of college graduate so as to ob- 
literate the difference between mental and physi- 
cal labour left over from the old society and bring 
about the complete equality of the working 
people.” 

Cultural work in the DPRK is carried on not only by 
schools or universities, but also by students and children’s 
palaces (See above-mentioned material) in the capital and 
localities, the University of National Economy, the 
February 8 House of Culture, Chollima House of Culture, 
the People’s Palace of Culture, the magnificent Grand 
People’s Study House and other numerous cultural insti- 
tutions which make up an integral whole along with 
projected ones. 

In Pyongyang there are the Pyongyang Grand Theatre, 
Mansudae Art Theatre, and other theatres, cinema houses, 
play grounds, the famous Kim Il Sung Stadium, 
Pyongyang Indoor Stadium, Ice Rink and other stadiums 
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and Circus, and Health Complex where people can display 
their talents. 


EVEN IN LOCALITIES 


All the conveniences offered to capital citizens are also 
found in villages, towns and cities in localities. Almost all 
the cities were rebuilt. Former cities were levelled to the 
ground in bombing. To our surprise, we could not find 
traces of the past but some buildings which were carefully 
restored in the former style. 

Newly-erected buildings are aesthetically refined and 
harmonious. Pavilions of Korean style dispersed in the city 
are in good harmony with buildings with mosaic, granite or 
tile-faced facade. 

Many industries sprang up in localities. This is related 
with the officially declared stand as to building factories in 
rural areas and narrowing down the distinction between 
town and country to the maximum. 

Agricultural production in itself is diversified. Paddies 
and maize fields are properly distributed in the countryside. 
Maize is cultivated by bedding out seedlings grown in the 
plastic-covered beds. 

Vegetable gardens were seen to stretch up to orchards. 
Fertilizer factories and agricultural machine plants or 
tractor assembly plants had their greenhouse. We visited 
the Kumsong Tractor Plant and other places. 
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THE KUMSONG TRACTOR PLANT: 
FROM TRACTOR NO. 1 TO 30,000 
TRACTORS PER YEAR 


Kiyang lies about 30 kilometres to the southwest of 
Pyongyang. There, surrounded by hills, was a small chemi- 
cal factory which for the most part was destroyed in the 
war. 

Since September 1954 President Kim I] Sung has 
visited this plant on 36 occasions and given directions 
more than 600 times. He suggested that hoes, threshers 
and other farm machines should be produced. 

In November 1958 the first tractor of Korean make 
“Chollima’ No. 1 was turned out. 

There were difficulties at the beginning. Korea had no 
blueprints, machines, equipment nor technicians. 

In 1960 3,000 tractors marched off the assembly line 
and in 1963 the first caterpillar tractor was produced. 

In November 1971 a new campaign for increased 
production was launched to meet increasing demand. 
Automatic lines were devised and introduced by the 
Korean people. Today the plant produces 30,000 tractors a 
year and exports some of them to the Asian, African and 
other countries. 

There are different types of 28 hp ‘’Chollima’ and 75 hp 
‘“‘Pungnyon” tractors which are adaptable for various use: 
excavator, carrier, threshing combine or bulldozer. 

Sustained efforts are directed to automation, automatic 
control and automatic assembly line control in particular. 
The plant has shop, dining room, barber’s shop, club, 
hospital, rest home, creche and kindergarten. 
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A technical school and evening training centre are run 
for all to study technique. 

Thus, the Kumsong Tractor Plant is greatly making for 
the modernization of agriculture. 


HARBOUR FACILITIES 


The first strong impression produced by Pyongyang, 
local cities and countryside is that there are multitude of 
public buildings, monuments and facilities compared with 
the size of the country and its population. 

A high-ranking official explained us: ““We always work 
looking forward to the country’s reunification. Pyongyang 
was designed as the capital of the entire Korea. We should 
not only meet our own needs but also provide for the day 
when our country will be reunified.”’ 

The DPRK, a country rich tn natural resources, does its 
best to develop them to the full. Even a patch of arable land 
is cultivated in this country where mountains occupy two- 
thirds of its territory. As a result, Korea exports not only 
insam but a number of processed agricultural goods, rice 
and maize. 

Harbour facilities were planned to ensure brisk overseas 
trade. This is proved by Nampo port which we had a 
chance to visit. 


NAMPO, AN INTERNATIONAL PORT 


Nampo port is a gateway to the ocean, to the West Sea 
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of Korea and the world. Today Nampo which is over 50 
kilometres away from the capital has changed into a 
modern large city with the population of more than 
500,000. 

In recent years vast projects were undertaken to extend 
and modernize the quay, accommodate tourists and build 
dwelling houses. 

Cement is one of principal export goods along with 
anthracite, steel and grain. In this view, the new quays were 
fitted with four large belt conveyers which send cement 
bags from silos to the cargo ship by remote control. 

At the edge of the port is seen five-storeyed up-to-date 
general command tower. Necessary directions are given by 
telephones and wireless and all operations are observed on 
TV screen. 

All these successes were entirely attained by the efforts 
of the engineers and technicians of Korea. 

Besides, we saw scores of new buildings erected along 
the coast, of which some were already inhabited and the 
others nearing completion. 

These buildings of bright colours were sited according 
to the city plan. We could find that aesthetic consideration 
was given to them. 

The working people of this city are enjoying their 
holidays in the villas on the pine-covered hillsides facing 
sea and isles, which present a fascinating scenery. 

We made around of this place dotted with restaurants, 
shops, public catering services and beach protected by a 
sea wall and the diving board. 

On the seaside were a big well-furnished hotel and a 
restaurant of a world standard now under construction. 

Tourists and foreign sailors enjoy tasteful seafood 
dishes at the restaurants and hotels. Particularly, shellfish 
dish is popular among them. 

Well-patronized shops offer souvenirs and Korean 
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specialities—well-known /nsam and books, postal cards, 
records, cassettes, perfume, dolls, cloth, wine and liquor. 

At the instance of President Kim I! Sung, great efforts 
are being exerted to make Nampo fulfil its mission as an 
international port in the near future. 


TOURISM OF GOOD PROSPECT 


Tourism, no doubt, offers a very promising prospect for 
the DPRK. This country which many foreign visitors 
compare to Switzerland and Austria has mountains and 
coasts of exceptional scenery. Situated at the same latitude 
with Europe, Korea has temperate climate moderated by 
maritime influence. 

There are a lot of tourist show places and rest houses 
from Mt. Paekdu rising to a height of 2,750 metres at the 
northernmost tip of the country, across Mt. Myohyang 
celebrated for scenic beauties in the middle part to sandy 
beach of Wonsan in the east. 

The DPRK is crisscrossed by paved roads and com- 
fortable railway network from east to west and from north 
to south. 

Located in Kangwon Province, Mt. Kumgang ‘with 
about 12,000 peaks, rocks of fantastic formation, water- 
falls, lakes, rare animals and plants, presents a superb 
scenery. It is called “Diamond Mountain” and has inspired 
a number of painters and artists. Many pavilions and rest 
homes have been arranged for the holiday-makers along 
with house of culture, restaurants, hotels, spa, souvenir 
shop and mountaineering and travel outfit stores. 
Mountain path has been arranged as long as 40 kilometres 
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along with suspension bridges spanning gorges. 

For a tourist spot for summer, | recommend Changgun 
Peak of Mt. Paekdu rising to a height of 2,750 metres and 
majestic Lake Chon. This lake is the source of rivers Amnok 
and Tuman which flow into the West and East Seas of 
Korea respectively. The mountain is the old battle site of the 
anti-Japanese struggle. 

The pictorial Korea translated into various languages 
shows us ‘curiosities’ every month. Such is gingko of 
Kumya, a giant tree at Tonghung-ri, Kumya County, South 
Hamgyong Province. This “‘precious natural product” ts 
1460 years old. It is 4.8 metres across, 16 metres around in 
its base and 40 metres high. 

Pyongyang has many hotels and restaurants of world 
standard. Such are Pyongyang, Taedonggang, 
Moranbong, Potonggang, Changgwangsan, Haebangsan 
hotels. There are large restaurants such as Okryu 
Restaurant on the shore of the Taedong River and 
Chongryu Restaurant on the Potong River. Tourists can 
avail themselves of big Department Store No. 1 besides 
shops for the foreign visitors and residents in the DPRK. 
Shops, in general, have plenty of custom and the arrange- 
ment of the interior is agreeable and rational. And smile 
was on everyone's face. 

There are numerous historic remains in Pyongyang and 
its outskirts. The remains damaged by foreign occupation 
and the war have been restored or replenished. Such are 
gate towers of the traditional Korean type and the 
palaeolithic site of Komunmoru in Sangwon County. 
Strangely enough, the dolmens discovered there are similar 
with dolmens in Bretagne in the west of France. Granite 
is widely used in building dwelling houses, public build- 
ings and monuments. There are remains of an ancient 
fortress surrounded by about 7 kilometres long wall 
on Mt. Taesong that protected the Anhak Palace in the 
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Koguryo age. This palace occupying the space of 380,000 
square metres has been reconstructed by maquette with 
extreme minuteness. There stand the time-honoured 
Choesung Pavilion and others on Moran Hill which looks 
down on the Kim II Sung Stadium. Vast projects are now 
in progress in order to build new tourist complexes in 
Wonsan in the east and in Nampo district in the west. 


ART—DANCE, DRAMA, MOVIE 
AND TELEVISION 


The Koreans are all art-minded and have fame as 
masters of the dancing art. From earliest days they learn 
how to dance, sing, chorus and play the various musical 
instruments of which piano and accordion and others are 
predominant. They are exceedingly fond of theatrical 
spectacles—an opera, skit, classic or revolutionary folk 
song and dance in solo, duet or group. 

Pieces of drama and dance are shown by movies and 
television. 

On April 4, 1982 on the TV screen we saw ‘‘Talmae and 
Pomdari”’, one of the latest films produced in the DPRK. It 
was the movie with the age of Koguryo, the strongest 
feudal state, for setting. 

President Kim Il Sung said: 

“The people of Koguryo were not only resource- 
ful and intrepid, but they regarded it as the most 
honourable thing to defend their country with all 
their devotion.” 

“Talmae and Pomdari” deals with resistance against 
invasion. At that time there was a fortress reputed to be 
impregnable on Mt. Taesong. Its special feature was its roof. 
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The roof carried out a most important mission: Whenever 
the enemy attacked, it emitted light of itself to inform the 
danger. 

Three-year war was over. So Pomdari who had ren- 
dered distinguished services returned to his native place 
and met Talmae, his fiancee. 

Then they enjoy a peaceful life, following the plow. All 
seem to smile on their quiet happiness. But the enemy 
keeps watch. He sends two spies, Teremona and Nurichi to 
spy out the secret of the roof. Disguised as hunters, they 
pretended to be father and daughter. They succeeded in 
winning favor of General Hong Gol, commandant of the 
fortress on Mt. Taesong, trading on the fact that his wife is 
sterile. Sympathizing with them, Hong Gol adopts 
Teremona and loves her like his own daughter, and 
employs Nurichi as his coachman. 

One day Teremona attempts to enter the fortress under 
the pretext that she brought supper to General Hong Gol. 
But Talmae’s father Im Don, chief of the guards foils her 
scheme. At this moment she shouts about the allegedly 
attempted violence. Enraged, Hong Gol beats down Im 
Don with his sword. 

Stigmatized as traitors, Talmae and her mother take 
refuge in mountain. Talmae never forgets her father’s last 
wish for firmly defending the Changsu Pavilion. 

Talmae waits for Pomdari, soldier of General Hong Gol. 

Meanwhile another misfortune comes over her. 
Rumour is abroad that Pomdari will marry Teremona. 
Talmae goes to meet her lover but is discovered by 
Teremona. This causes Pomdari to be arrested. Talmae 
sharpens her father’s broken sword for the revenge. She 
trains herself energetically at the peril of her life. 

Every year a grand contest was held in Koguryo in the 
presence of the king to encourage the military art. She 
makes up her mind to take part in it at the risk of her life. 
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Nurichi had the duty to penetrate into the fortress and 
Teremona to set fire to the Changsu Pavilion. 

Disguised as man, Talmae hits all the marks. On her way 
to the fencing contest she finds Pomdari who escaped from 
the prison with the help of the guard and Ko Chun, Im 
Don's friend. 

Pomdari engages in combat with Nurichi and emerges 
victorious. Pomdari brings him to the king and discloses all 
the matter. 

When it becomes clear that Nurichi can not win, 
Teremona hurries to the Changsu Pavilion to set fire to. 
Talmae pursues Teremona and annihilates the enemies. 
Here a duel takes place between Talmae and Teremona. 
Talmae dies, hit by a poisoned dagger thrown by Teremona 
and her opponent, too, dies. 

This is a fine story where love and hatred, heroism and 
betrayal, nobleness and feebleness, patriotism and decep- 
tion clash against each other. Though the story ends sadly 
for the heroine, but Koguryo, ancestor of modern Korea, 
emerges safe and stronger. 

The scenes of the movie are splendid with the typical 
scenery of Korea as its setting. The decor and costumes of 
the epoch were successfully reproduced. Acting is excel- 
lent, punctuated by pathetic songs of classic melody, 
which draws forth tears for long. 

The film absorbs the attention of spectators from the 
beginning to the end. 

The Korean people are fond of the historical, classical 
and revolutionary epics. Besides the film “‘Talmae and 
Pomdari”’ there are such revolutionary feature films as “Star 
of Korea” in several parts which portrays the epical 
revolutionary activities conducted under the guidance of 
the great leader, “Unknown Heroes” in 20 parts and “‘The 
Story of a Party Worker” in two parts. 

Thanks to the leadership of President Kim Il Sung and 
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Kim Jong Il, such masterpieces as ‘Sea of Blood”, ‘‘The 
Fate of a Self-defence Corps Man” and ‘‘The Flower Girl” 
were filmized and operatized. 

President Kim !| Sung said: 

“Films are a very important means of mass 
education.”’ 

According to this teaching the feature films such as 
“Flames Spreading over the Land”, “In the First Armed 
Unit’, “Mt. Paekdu”, ‘An Jung Gun Shoots Ito Hirobumi” 
and ‘The Fourteenth Winter’ were created. 

The National TV Broadcasting Station televises at least 
one of such instruction films a day. The themes of films deal 
with aspects of daily life wedded with instructive subst- 
ance and practical advices. 

A great deal of films for the children were produced and 
animated cartoon is making rapid progress. Bloodshed, 
crime, war, debauchery and horrible things cannot be seen 
on the TV screen. Beauty, diligence, labour, merry recre- 
ation are mainly dealt with. 

A sequence of a landscape is followed by scenes of 
harvesting, factories at work, recent public activities of the 
President and round-table talks of leading officials. 

Today's brilliant efflorescence of art is entirely attribut- 
able to the leadership of President Kim II Sung and 
Kim Jong Il. 


79 


Chapter 9 


JUCHE! INDEPENDENCE IN ACTIVITY 
AND THE PEOPLE’S CHAJUSONG 


“‘The Juche idea is the idea that the masters of 
the revolution and construction are the masses of 
people and that they are also the motive force of 
the revolution and construction. In other words, it 
is the idea that one its responsible for one’s own 
destiny and that one has also the capacity for 
shaping one’s own destiny.” 

This is the definition of Juche, the comprehensive 
theory on political, economic and cultural emancipation of 
man and the people, laid down by President Kim I] Sung. 

He said: 

“Only by firmly establishing Juche can each 
country repudiate flunkeyism to great powers and 
dogmatism and creatively apply the universal truth 
of Marxism-Leninism and the experience of other 
countries in line with its historical conditions and 
national characteristics; always solve its own 
problems by itself on its own responsibility, elim- 
inating reliance on others while displaying the 
spirit of self-reliance; and, accordingly, carry on Its 
revolutionary cause and construction work suc- 
cessfully.” 

And further: 

“The present age can be called an age of 
Chajusong when the peoples oppressed and hu- 
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miliated under the rule and yoke of great countries 
in the past, emerge as masters of the world and 
shape their destinies independently and 
creatively.” 

In his answer to the questions raised by the delegation 
of the Yugoslav Tanjug News Agency on December 18, 
1981, President Kim II Sung reclarified the great theory of 
Juche which rounded off the theory of the ideological, 
technical and cultural revolutions. He is now putting it into 
reality. 

Here we should like to sum up the contemporary 
content of Juche for the convenience of our readers and 
friends in foreign countries. 

The primary goal of Juche is that national indepen- 
dence is propped up by economy. In other words, it means 
uninterruptedly raising the level of technical equipment 
and putting production and economic guidance on a new, 
scientific footing to consolidate the material and technical 
foundations of socialism and communism and ensure 
completely independent, material and cultural lives to the 
working people. 

President Kim Il Sung said: 

‘‘Tne basis of the Juche idea is that man is the 
master of all things and the decisive factor in 
everything. Remaking nature and society is also for 
people and it is work done by them.” 

The Juche idea has been widely disseminated through 
many study committees over the world. One foreign 
delegation after another comes to Pyongyang to see the 
reality firsthand. This tells that they are interested in this 
theory and the successes attained by its application. 

It is not surprising that the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea is on good terms with the peoples of the 
countries which are fighting for independence and follow- 
ing or intending to follow an active non-alignment policy. 
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President Kim Il Sung said: 

“the old orders whereby great powers in- 
dulged in arbitrariness and controlled everything 
are gradually crumbling in the’ international 
arena.” 

He went on: 

“The non-aligned movement is greatly con- 
tributing to defending the sovereignty of the peo- 
ples of the new-emerging forces against allsorts of 
domination and interference, subjugation and in- 
equality and to safeguarding world peace and 
security against the aggression and war policy of 
the imperialists.” 

The strengthening of the non-aligned movement re- 
quires the unity of its member nations. If it fails to unite, the 
movement cannot exist. 

Unity in the movement is closely related with how 
Chajusong is maintained by its member states. The non- 
aligned countries should flatly reject all kinds of foreign 
interference and refrain from following other countries 
blindly or acting as agents of great powers. They should 
strictly adhere to the fundamental principles of the move- 
ment and should not follow any bloc or be dragged into It. 

They should settle differences and disputes between 
individual countries by means of negotiations between the 
parties concerned without interference of great powers, 
the third parties. They should also closely cooperate with 
One another in the fields of the economy and technology 
on the principle of mutual accommodation. 

President Kim Il Sung admits that the danger of a new 
world war is ever increasing. 

So, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is most 
concerned about safeguarding world peace and security. It 
calls for the cessation of arms drive and demands complete 
disarmament. 
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Besides, all military blocs must be dissolved, military 
bases in other countries dismantled and foreign troops 
withdrawn. 

Increasing nuclear weapons spells disasters for man- 
kind. Therefore, it is urgently demanded to ban the test, 
manufacture, stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons 
throughout the world and scrap them all. In addition, 
production of neutron weapons must be banned and 
nuclear-free peace zones created. 

This is the guiding ideology of Kimilsungism which 
generally requires to discard dependence on others, 
oppose dogmatism and solve all problems raised in one’s 
country from a creative stand and in conformity with the 
historic conditions and national peculiarities of one’s own 
country. 

The Korean people express their solidarity with the 
peoples of many countries who are fighting for the 
common cause. 
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Chapter 10 
INTERNATIONAL SCALE OF JUCHE 


At the banquet given in honour of his /7Oth birthday, 
President Kim Il Sung said to Heads of State and leaders 
of foreign delegations who had come to Pyongyang: 

“| consider it a great honour and happiness to 
have many excellent comrades-in-arms and friends 
like you in different parts of the world. 

‘We highly value amity with and duties towards 
international comrades-in-arms and friends and 
the progressive people around the world, and will 
strive to promote them.... 

“The might of the people lies precisely in the 
might of their unity. Their united force is un- 
conquerable either in a country or on a worldwide 
scale. If they firmly maintain Chajusong and de- 
velop a powerful joint struggle in close unity, the 
peoples of non-aligned nations and all newly- 
emerging countries will be able to isolate and 
weaken the imperialist forces, succeed in thwart- 
ing their aggressive and interventionist moves.,...”’ 

The might of the DPRK finds expression in tts firm stand 
to defend its Chajusong and sovereignty no matter what 
imperialism may attack it from anywhere. On this basis the 
DPRK intends to reunify the country. 

Let’s have a scanning view of ‘‘pre-liberation’’ and 
“post-liberation’’ history of Korea. 

The Korean nation that has unique homogeneity and 
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peculiarities was placed under foreign rule most cruel in the 
world for nearly 40 years and ravaged by the aggression 
and unprecedented vandalism in the 1950's which exacted 
a toll of hundreds of thousands of lives from it. 


The damages were unaccountably great, but thanks to 
the energetic guidance of President Kim II Sung the 
DPRK succeeded in rehabilitation and has come to rank 
among the most developed countries. This is a process of 
hewing out an original road of the nation, which we call 
Juche in a word. 


The successes attained in the construction of con- 
temporary Korea intrigue Heads of State and political and 
economic workers of foreign countries who are trying to 
find in them the “‘prescriptions”’ for the development of 
their own countries. 


Chajusong, which seeks economic wealth and upsurge 
and puts stress on finding out “social justice’, the source 
of actual reconciliation among nations, is arousing the 
admiration and respect of great powers. Anyway, 
Chajusong leads the people who are placed under the 
dominating pressure of imperialism to probe into and 
realize, on the global scale, the genuine non-alignment 
that will help them establish their sovereignty in future. 


Such overwhelming aspiration for attaining indepen- 
dence, sovereignty and non-alignment of genuine, poll- 
tical and socio-economic foundations is seen above all in 
the formation of committees for the study of the Juche 
idea. 

President Kim Il Sung said: 

‘‘The correctness of the Juche idea advocated by 
our Party is now widely known to the world, and it 
is finding anecho among large numbers of people.” 

For instance, the Asian Regional Institute of the Juche 
Idea was set up in New Delhi, India, in September 1980, 
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and its counterpart in Latin America earlier in February 
1978. 

From 1980 to 1981 adherents of the Juche idea formed, 
with study groups as the core, regional or local committees 
in many countries such as Madagascar, Bangladesh, Sierra 
Leone, Ghana, Guyana, Zimbabwe, Portugal and Malta, 
and many study groups were formed in Japan, India, 
Pakistan, Costa Rica, Switzerland, France and Lebanon. 

The April 7, 1982 issue of the Daily Release of the 
Korean Central News Agency, published in French and 
other foreign languages in Pyongyang, reported that over 
30 study groups of the Juche idea had been formed in Latin 
America alone. 

It also covered news about national seminars which 
had been held in the past few months in Japan, Benin, 
Cyprus, Panama, Bangladesh, Costa Rica, Finland, 
Tanzania, Honduras, Venezuela, Denmark, Colombia, 
Norway, Mali, etc. 

All these are held at the instance of the International 
Institute of the Juche Idea whose board meets in different 
countries every year. 

In order to study and discuss the Juche idea more 
deeply symposiums are regularly held in Korea. 

The latest one was held on the occasion of the 7Oth 
birthday of President Kim II Sung. 
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Chapter 11 


TRADITIONS OF MT. MYOHYANG, 
MODERN AESTHETIC SENSE AND 
EULOGY ON INTERNATIONAL 
FRIENDSHIP 


The road to Mt. Myohyang from Pyongyang threads 
through scenic ravines along the Chongchon River. The 
road continues to China. On the way to the mountain lie 
such towns as Pyongsong, Sunchon, Kaechon, Kujang, 
etc. 

April is the tilling season. The countryside can be 
likened to an immense garden, where thousands of tilling 
farmers, horticulturists and seedling-breeders bustle 
about. 

Not far away from the capital city lies a block of 
glasshouses covering an area of scores of chongbo. A little 
farther north stretch out, on low hills, orchards and fields 
terraced with small rocks like a fortress wall by masterly 
hands. 

Vegetable fields on the damp riverside are hemmed tn 
with rice-straw hedges for protection. A little farther come 
in sight attractively-clad young women planting cabbage. 

Transparent vinyl sheets are seen spread in the middle 
of the tawny fields which have been ploughed. They 
protect maize seedlings to be bedded out soon. 

Fields are carefully spaded, ploughed and weeded, to 
the edges and then swept and cleaned for sowing. 

A line of whitewashed gravels runs along the pave- 
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ment. It makes the boundary with sidewalk. 

Standing in two rows abreast with the boundary are 
pink azalea and apricot trees and beyond them stretch out 
fields planted with cereals, cabbage, cucumber and 
spinach. 

The only things which bore no sign of human labour 
were granite rocks. But, strictly speaking, even they were 
not free from human hands because they were engraved, in 
red letters, with slogans remindful of the ““Arduous March” 
and those of the three revolutions. We saw people plough- 
ing the soiland some others planting thousands of saplings 
of elm, poplar or coniferous trees on the land unsuitable for 
farming. 

Towns and villages destroyed in the 1950's have risen 
in quite a new shape. 

Attractive to my eyes are many parks and green belts 
shrouded in verdurous trees dotted with blooming daf- 
fodils and canna. 

Great progress was made in construction. We saw a 
new block of buildings being built in the middle of a village. 
The first floor of each building was laid out for shops and 
other service facilities. 

The styles of houses change in the Mt. Myohyang area. 
Some houses have a curved roof resembling fluttering 
crane’s wings and are very cleanly painted. 

The scenic beauty of Mt. Myohyang ts matchless 
throughout the world. Green-capped, the mountain is 
thickly covered with pine trees. So, scenery is like a 
painting or a print which elicits the admiration of foreign 
visitors. 

A palace nestles amidst the wood like one of a 
dreamland in an old tale of fairies. Its blue roof tiles glitter 
under the azure sky. 

The guest house, hotel, public buildings, and juniors’ 
hotel are all built after the same fashion in good harmony 
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with the environment. 

Has anyone ever thought that tn this out-of-the-way 
place an edifice which may match the largest of all the 
palaces in the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments was built for 
“international friendship’? 

This granite edifice stands majestically, with tts curved 
roofs, on the rapid stream in which rainbow trouts swim 
about. It has a total floor space of 28,000 square metres and 
is well ventilated and modernly equipped. 

It has scores of windowless chambers, in each of which 
light is put on as soon as one steps into it. 

This palace, an eternal edifice, has a collection of 
precious gifts presented to President Kim II Sung by 
visitors from over 130 countries, more than 25,000 pieces 
in all. 

Its construction started in 1976 was completed in avery 
short period and opened in August 1978. 

There is no Head of State who received so many gifts as 
he did. What made him distinguished all the more ts that he 
donated them to the collective, thus arousing the admir- 
ation of the public. This International Friendship Exhibition 
is a wonderful museum graphically showing different 
cultures in comparison, of which Asia, Africa, and the 
Middle East hold a majority and in which South America 
and Europe are also largely represented. 

Exhibited there are masterpieces of Indian, Burmese 
and Khmerian arts, the cars ““Jis”’ and “Jim” presented by 
Stalin and the “Design” bureau gifted by a French firm.... 
Exhibition rooms are so numerous that it will take a few 
days to make a list of their exhibits. 

The International Friendship Exhibition is also a fine 
epitome of the modern Korean architecture and art. 

Visitors enter this sacred edifice by the front door which 
consists of 4 bronze flaps with exquisite patterns, each 
weighing 4 tons. Inside the door is the grand entrance hall 
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and its floor with rare patterns, walls, staircase and 
columns which are coated with ash-colored marble and 
relieved with patterns of azalea and magnolia look more 
beautiful under the brilliant rays of a large gem and crystal 
chandelier. Such chandeliers as this are also found in many 
other public places. 

This is an out-of-the-way place 165 kilometres away 
from Pyongyang. But the exhibition, an original master- 
piece, is aplace which contains most excellent works of the 
Korean and world’s peoples. 

The balcony on tts sixth floor, where visitors sip /nsam 
tea or coffee, affords a view of beautiful surrounding 
landscape and distant high peak looming through the mist. 

The silence all around is only broken by the gurgle of 
torrents. 

Not so far away from the exhibition there is an annex 
which exhibits two cars, historic gifts presented to 
President Kim Il Sung by Stalin and Mao Zedong. 

In the ancient times this recess blessed with legends 
and Heaven's care was only visited by monks, deserters of 
society, who sang hymns in the tranquility which was 
broken only by the bells hung on an obelisk-type stone 
pagoda built near the temple. 

None had ever thought that this sacred place for 
meditation and prayer would be ravaged by a war. But 
everything here was destroyed. 

What survived the destruction was only the Pulyong 
Pavilion in which the Chronological Records of the Li 
Dynasty were preserved. 

The temples, 400-500 years old, were restored to the 
Original state at the instance of President Kim II Sung. 
One such Is under reconstruction now. 

The Pohyon Temple is accessible through two portals 
called Haetal and Chonwang. At the first portal stand two 
figures of sentinels; one with a sword in his hand and the 
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other a horned club. 

The second portal is guarded by the Four Devas, giants 
clad in impressive motley-coloured clothes. 

The Taeung Hall of the Pohyon Temple has many 
Ornaments and murals. The outside framework of the hall 
and the gorgeous decorations of its upper part are not put 
into the shade by the flower patterns engraved on the door. 
Calmly sitting in an aweful shade is Kwanumbosal, golden 
Buddhist image of mercy, looking down over his ad- 
herents. Two monks chant a sutra, beating a wooden drum 
at a high tempo of metronome. 

Resting places of traditional style are set up here and 
there. A beautiful mountain trail is well tended. A 3.6- 
kilometre walk along it takes you, via the Sangwon 
Hermitage, to the Chilsong and Chuksong Pavilions. The 
trail goes up along a rapid stream, and you can see one 
cascade after another. The elevated trail in front of the 
hermitage commands a view of uninterrupted scenery 
consisting of high peaks and deep ravines interlacing each 
other. And a cascade is seen in one of those ravines. 

The roof of the Sangwon Hermitage is supported by 
11-metre long beams ornamented with multicoloured 
patterns which are not put on the pillars. In another small 
building there is a spring which provides enough clear and 
refreshing water for the visitors. 

Buddhism which was introduced into Korea in ancient 
times is akin to Mahayana which originated in Tibet. 

Other hermitages lie in the recesses of secluded caves. 
Still today remain here and there egg-shaped tomb stones. 

In Mt. Myohyang exist the old traditions and modern 
artistry, the yesterday and the morrow, in good harmony. 
President Kim II Sung saw to it that these old temples 
were rebuilt and the friendship palace the like of which 
exists nowhere else in the world built and thus clearly 
showed the present and future generations that undying 
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Korea which had overcome ordeals was not waning but 
ever developing and thriving. 

The International Friendship Exhibition indicates the 
international scale of Juche philosophy. 

On our way back to Pyongyang, we were led to Anju, an 
industrial hub located near to a coal mine and a chemical 
complex. 

The hotel on a hill commands a sweeping view of the 
central park, the broad avenue, well-tended buildings and 
the immense residential quarters. Apple trees blossom on 
the hillocks around the hotel. 

A bumper harvest is anticipated this year. 
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Chapter 12 


FOR THE DEMOCRATIC CONFEDERAL 
REPUBLIC OF KORYO 


To reunify the country which was divided after World 
War Il is the most ardent desire of the Korean people. 

In this connection, a very concrete proposal has been 
made. 

The proposal for founding the Democratic Confederal 
Republic of Koryo is based on the principle of founding it 
through the establishment of a unified national govern- 
ment represented on an equal footing by the north and the 
south on condition that the two sides recognize each 
other’s ideas and social systems as they are. 

This unified national government will allow the two 
sides to exercise under it regional autonomy respectively. It 
will carry out a policy based on the principles of indepen- 
dence, democracy, neutrality, non-alignment and peace. 

The DPRK regards it as a prerequisite to national 
reunification to ensure democratic system and elementary 
freedoms in south Korea. 

In this context, the United States must dismantle its 
military base and stop supplying weapons and military 
equipment to the Seoul regime. 

The continuation of its present policy only spells 
aggravation of tension and increases the danger of war. 

In order to decisively remove all the dangers of confron- 
tation, the Korean Armistice Agreement should be replaced 
with a peace agreement. 
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The obstinate US moves to meddle in the domestic 
affairs of Korea and keep up ‘‘two Koreas” constitute the 
principal obstacle to independent, peaceful reunification 
of Korea, the aspiration of the entire Korean people. 
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CONCLUSION: 
FUTURE OF KIMILSUNGISM 


Kimilsungism has a historical background filled with 
turns and twists, and has gained firm ground in our age. 
Has it a future? And what kind of future, if any? 

President Kim Il Sung has a number of very dis- 
tinguished secrets of success. The first secret is that he won 
the two wars which were most bloody and destructive. 
President Kim Il Sung and his followers did their all-out 
efforts to reconstruct Korean society. Everything was 
destroyed and everything had to be started again from 
scratch. 

He said: 

“The three-year long war heavily damaged our 
ruraleconomy. After the war our countryside had a 
very small number of draught cattle and farm 
implements indispensable for agriculture, and 
manpower was also short. Some peasants had 
draught cattle and farm implements but lacked 
work hands to farm well, while others had land and 
manpower but were short of draught cattle and 
‘arm implements to do farming properly. In short, 
the peasants found themselves incapable of farm- 
ing without pooling their efforts and cooperating 
with each other in one way or another. 

‘“After the war our peasants’ lives were very 
hard. Owing to the war almost all their furniture 
and household goods had been destroyed, and 
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clothing and food were in short supply. The war 
had reduced nearly 40 per cent of the agricultural 
population to petty peasants. 

“In this situation, as long as private farming was 
left alone it was impossible to develop agricultural 
production quickly and to solve the questions of 
food and peasants’ living which posed a very hard 
problem after the war. If private farming was left 
alone, this could involve the risk of bringing about 
disparity between industry which was being re- 
habilitated and developed rapidly in a planned way 
and agriculture which was being rehabilitated 
slowly, so that the development of industry and the 
national economy as a whole would be seriously 
impeded. Thus, our postwar realities urgently 
called for the cooperation of private farming.” 

“Juche”, doctrine of President Kim Il Sung, can be 
defined, in a word, as ‘a doctrine for finding the most 
effective political, economic, social and cultural ways to 
ensure and maintain independence and _ national 
sovereignty. 

The second secret of his success is that as we see now 
the DPRK is rich in raw materials. 

President Kim I] Sung said: 

“‘Our economy is independent and Juche-based. 
We are meeting more than 70 per cent of our 
demand for industrial raw materials domestically 
and we rely on the socialist countries for the rest in 
accordance with the principle of mutually benefi- 
cial trade.” 

Referring to the essential relations between economic 
independence and non-alignment, President Kim II Sung 
sald: 

‘“‘Economic self-support is the material base of 
independence. A country which depends on others 
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economically cannot but follow others politically, 
too. An economically dependent nation can neither 
escape its destiny as colonial slave nor do or say 
what it wants. If non-aligned countries are to 
firmly maintain independence, they must become 
economically self-supporting by building an in- 
dependent national economy. 

“In order to realize the lofty ideas and objectives 
of the non-alignment movement, it is essential for 
the non-aligned countries to strengthen solidarity 
and cooperation.” 

He further said: 

““Non-aligned countries should not only firmly 
unite politically but also closely cooperate eco- 
nomically. Their close economic cooperation pro- 
vides an important solution to the difficult and 
complicated problems arising in the building of a 
new society. If non-aligned nations develop multi- 
faceted economic and technological cooperation 
on the principle of satisfying each other’s needs, 
they will be able to build an independent national 
economy and achieve their prosperity without 
being indebted to great powers.... 

“Upholding the banner of unity, the banner of 
anti-imperialism and Chajusong, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, as a dignified 
member of the non-alignment movement, will 
always unite firmly and cooperate closely with 
other non-aligned countries in attaining the 
common cause of peace, democracy, national in- 
dependence and social progress and make active 
efforts to strengthen and develop the non- 
alignment movement.” 

The clear elucidation of the key points of the doctrine 
made it possible to give intelligent guidance to the 
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socialization of the country. The socialization of the 
country was carried out stage by stage, taking into good 
account the actual situations of the power and labour 
potentials and sources as well as talents. Priority was given 
to heavy industry. But heavy industry did not develop at the 
sacrifice of other domains of the national economy such as 
agriculture and light industry. 

Practice and planning went properly in parallel though 
they were not free from difficulties and obstacles. 

We could also see with our own eyes to what an extent 
advanced foreign technology was introduced into the 
technical and socio-cultural fields. Frankly speaking, the 
Koreans do not assert that they invent everything and 
remake the world by themselves. 

President Kim Il Sung said: 

“It is also incorrect to take chauvinistic atti- 
tudes and reject foreign science and technology on 
the plea of establishing Juche. In ahistorically brief 
period of time we have liquidated our centuries-old 
backwardness handed down from old society and 
made a great leap forward in all the political, 
economic and cultural realms of life, but our 
science and technology are still lagging behind. We 
must strive to introduce advanced science and 
technology in order to assimilate them and uplift 
our science and technology to the world standard 
as soon as possible. We never reject the introduc- 
tion of advanced science and technology. What we 
are opposing is the nihilistic attitude of looking 
down upon our nation, while looking up to others, 
as well as the dogmatist attitude of uncritically 
swallowing up foreign things in disregard of the 
actual conditions of our country. Establishing 
Juche is not contradicted with the introduction of 
advanced science and technology. Oniy when we 
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strive to introduce them and rapidly develop ours, 
can we thoroughly eliminate flunkeyism still per- 
sisting in the minds of our people.”’ 

In fact, another secret of the success made by the DPRK 
lies in its rich labour power. Nearly 20-million population ts 
in a land of 120,000 square kilometres. The arable land is 
only 2 million chongbo. But food is self-sufficient and even 
exported. This is by no means a small success. 

We should also take into account the geographical and 
political situation of the nation divided in two according to 
the Panmunjom armistice in 1953. 

The DPRK is forced to take necessary defensive 
measures at high expenses on account of the US army 
stationed in south Korea, successive armed collisions 
along the Military Demarcation Line and coast guard. 

The well-armed and trained defensive units are power- 
ful enough to beat back any attack. 

Is the DPRK really a threat to the south as Seoul often 
says? If the assertion is right, there will be no need to 
continue construction as its results we witnessed would 
become targets of destruction on a new armed clash. 

The people of the DPRK who underwent so great 
sufferings during the two wars do not want to be taken into 
a new military adventure. 

They rather count on the gradual downfall of the 
southern Korean regime which barely maintains its ex- 
istence only with foreign economic and military aids and 
constant suppression of the people by police. And they 
collect the evidences of it and make it public. Their 
appreciation seems right In view of the cases of financial 
scandals which periodically take place to bring the Seoul 
regime into acrisis, the unchecked socio-economic imbal- 
ance, and the existence of the important community 
favourable for the north. 

They reckon that time is passing in favour of them and 
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the advantages of the DPRK will be proved sooner or later. 
They are preparing for this purpose. All work is now under 
way so that Pyongyang can.play its role as the dignified 
capital city of the Democratic Confederal Republic of 
Koryo to be founded in the future, as its exemplary driving 
force. 

In the DPRK the situation is evolving quietly as the 
succession to President Kim II Sung ts already antici- 
pated. The power seems to have got freed from waste of 
time, bureaucratic rule and corrosive action and corruption 
in particular. Its future appears to be firmly guaranteed. 
Anyway every step has been taken to make the new 
generation remember what sacrifices and tribulations their 
forerunners underwent to build what they have today. 

On our way to China, we saw columns of boys and girls 
who, wearing red kerchiefs around their necks and holding 
red flags in the van, were marching along the road of ‘’One 
Thousand-/ Journey for National Liberation’ once made 
by President Kim II Sung in his childhood. This is another 
aspect we should take into account. 

Through this analysis we can find the last secret which 
enables us to make a conclusion. 

In his book Kimilsungist Cause Admirably Carried 
Forward, Muhammed al Missuri, a foreign witness, wrote 
that national pride symbolizes the dignity and honour of a 
nation. 

History shows that only the people who take pride in 
national independence and realize its deep significance 
can turn out in a struggle to defend their own honour and 
dignity. 

Everywhere in Korea we can see people who are firmly 
convinced that they are the masters of their destiny and 
they also have the capacity for hewing out their destiny. 

Even ordinary people treasure the Chajusong of the 
nation, Oppose great-power chauvinism and_ nihilism, 
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regard their labour as sacred because it serves society and 
the collective, and take an attitude of master towards the 
revolution. 

The spirit of self-reliance of the Korean people derives 
from this attitude. 

“Nothing is more precious than the social and human 
relations prevailing in Korea. The slogan ‘One for all and all 
for one’ is based on the self-consciousness of the entire 
Korean people. 

“People help one another and make innovations with 
concerted efforts. Everyone values his collective and com- 
rades more than himself. The working people frequently go 
to construction sites to participate in social labour before 
going home after their daily work is over.... This is a 
wonderful fact which can be seen tn Korea alone.” 

True, the DPRK claims our unbounded admiration. 
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